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A HISTORY OF THE OLD PARISH OF 
GRESFORD, IN THE COUNTIES OF 
DENBIGH AND FLINT. 


BY ALFRED NEOBARD PALMER. 
(Continued from 6th Ser., Vol. iv, p. 316.) 





CHAPTER VI. 
ALLINGToN.—Section I. 


THE township of Allington, the largest of the Gresford 
townships, contained until 1884 about 3,617 statute 
acres. In that year the detached portion of Allington, 
containing the camp called The Rofft (which comprised 
54% acres), was taken from it, while the detached 
portion of Marford and Hoseley, including the Upper 
Rossett Mill, and containing 15} acres, was added. 
The present area is, therefore, about 3,578 acres. 
There is good reason to believe that aforetime the 
township was much smaller than it now is. Thus it 
appears as though in 1440 the district called Almer 
was distinct from it; and it is certain that in 1620 
the manors of Hem and Cobham Almer were not 
-included in the Allington then surveyed by John 
Norden as part of the manor of Burton. _ 
Allington (in Domesday Book spelled “ Alentvne”) 
means The township of the Alyn. With this corre- 
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sponds its Welsh name, “'Trefalyn,” which is still in 
use, although in a special sense. That is, while Alling- 
ton is now the name for the township as a whole, 
‘‘Trefalyn” is used for designating certain halls, houses, 
and estates within it. In 1415 and 1448, the township 
itself was called “Trevalen.” But nearly 300 years 
before, the English name “ Allington” was already 
established, and has persisted through all the inter- 
mediate period until to-day. 

Perhaps it would be well, before treating of that 
large area now designated as “Allington,” to deal with 
those portions of the present township which formerly 
did not belong, as the rest of the township did, to the 
manor of Burton. And, first, there was the manor of 
Hem. We may gather the approximate position of 
this manor by noting the site of the present farmstead 
called ‘“‘Hem House.” “Hem,” both in English and 
Welsh, means a border, a rim. Edward Lhuyd strangely 
explains “Hem House” as ‘“‘ Haymows,” just because the 
name became “Hemmws”? quite naturally in Welsh- 
speaking mouths. The name “ Hem” occurs elsewhere, 
and Great and Little Hem are townships in the parish 
of Forden, county Montgomery. Hem in Allington 
was a small manor containing, in 1620, about 230 
statute acres, the rest being “conveyed away in fee 
simple, as is said.” There was but one freeholder in it, 
the Earl of Bridgewater (or Sir Richard Trevor), the 
other tenants holding under leases of forty years, and 
one of the holdings which pertained to Hem lay far 
away. For example, in a deed dated Ist February, 
16th James I, a close “in Erlisham and Abymburie” 
is described as being “in the charge of the bayliff of 
hem,” and as having been leased by Queen Elizabeth 
to Morgan Matthews. 

In the 10th and 11th years of Henry VIII, “ Mat- 
thew ap Gr. . .” was bailiff of Hem, and the rents of 
the manor were then £31 17s. 4d. 


1 In 1737, the Hem House is actually called “ the hemmous” in 
the Gresford registers. 
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In 1661, Sir Robert Agborough, knight, afterwards 
Sir Robert Townshend, appears to have owned Hem 
House, but I do not believe that any of the Townshends 
actually lived there. I shall speak of them more fully 
when I come to deal with Trefalyn House. 

As to the district called “Cobham Almer,” part of 
the manor of Cobham, the name of it shows that it was 
near Almer, but it does not seem to have included the 
house and estate so named, which in the lst year of 
Henry VIII is declared to be in “ the lordship 
(manor ?) of Burton.” Yet in 1339 we find mentioned 
“the lordship and bailiwick of Almore.” But in every 
other case it is of the manor of Cobham Almer we 
read, which did not necessarily include Almer itself. 
On the other hand, in Norden’s Survey, taken in 1620, 
of the manor of Burton, wherein Alington lay, the 
house and estate of Almer are not specifically de- 
signated by name ; although, as I shall hereafter show, 
they are probably described therein.’ 

In the 10th year of Henry VIII, John ap David ap 
John and Edward ap David ap Iolyn were the bailiffs 
of Cobham Almer and Cobham Iscoed, the first-named 
being probably bailiff of Cobham Almer. The names 
of these men show how thoroughly Welsh was the 
district at the beginning of the sixteenth century. 

The manor of Cobham contained no free tenants in 
1620, but consisted wholly of land held by leases of 
forty years. Some, however, of the manor had been 
sold away from the Crown. 

Now I come to speak of that portion of what is at 
this time Allington, which never belonged either to 
Hem or Cobham. 

I have given reasons, in the Chapter on Marford, for 
believing that a large part of Allington was at one 
time included in the township or maerdref first named. 
This will account for the many leasehold tenants in 


1 Meanwhile, I may say that in 1347 five selions of land in the 
township of Allington, lying in the place which is called Almor, are 
mentioned. I owe my knowledge of this fact to Mr. Edward Owen. 
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Allington in the early seventeenth century, that town- 
ship being in the main one of freeholders, as were the 
other townships of the manor of Burton. But perhaps 
I had better postpone what I have to say on this 
subject to the paragraphs wherein I shall treat, further 
on in this Chapter, of Y Gorsedd Goch and the Rofft. 


TREFALYN HALL. 


The Trefalyn Hall estate is the most important in 
the township, yet it is not so much as mentioned in 
Norden’s Survey of 1620. Sir Richard Trevor is 
indeed described therein as holding freely a few selions 
and some parcels of leasehold land, together with the 
chapel of St. Peter, and Sir John Trevor one of the 
mills by Merford Bridge. Sir Thomas Trevor also is 
just mentioned. But that is all. The explanation 
must be that although the hall and estate were in the 
township of Allington, they were not in the manor of 
Burton, but in some other manor, the survey of which 
I have not seen. 

The ramifications of the distinguished family of the 
Trevors of Trefalyn Hall are so puzzling, that it is 
almost impossible to grasp them exactly apart from a 
pedigree, which, accordingly, I herewith present. Por- 
tentous as it is, I have cut it down somewhat, my 
object being to show only those representatives of the 
Trevor family who are connected with the parish of 
Gresford. 

The presentation of the pedigree enables me to 
dispense with saying much which otherwise I should 
have to set forth. 

But I think there ought to be here given an exact 
copy of the three old Trevor inscriptions in the chapel 
at the east end of the south aisle of Gresford church: 
these being very interesting, and seldom presented 
quite accurately, 

First, there is the alabaster monument to the John 
Trevor who died in 1589, containing a full-length 
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effigy of the deceased, of which effigy the middle part 
is concealed, leaving the head and shoulders at one 
end, and the legs and feet at the other, exposed. The 
slab which covers the middle part of the body contains 
the following inscription, all in capitals :— 


SION TREVOR TREVALYN YSGWIER Y 19 O DAD I DAD O 
DVDOR TREVOR, A FV FARW YN LHVNDAIN Y MIS MEHEVIN 
1589. EI ESCYRN EF, EI VAB AI AER S® RICHARD TREVOR 
A BARODD EI MVDO IR FEDDROD HONN I ORPHWYS GIDAI 
HENAFIAID, FAL WRTH YMADO AR BYD I DYMVNODD. 
BLYNYDDOEDD EI IEINCKTID A DROSFWRIODD EF YN 
RHYVELOEDD FRAINCK DANN VRENIN HENRY 8. EI GANOL 
FYD A GYFOESODD EF YN YMDAITH DIERTH-WLEDYDD. 
EI DDIWEDD-OES A GARTREFODD EF YN LLYWODRAETH 
A GWASANAETH EI ANEDIGAETH-WLAD. EF A BRIODODD 
MARY MERCH GEORGE’ BRIDGES YSGWIER AG A FV IDDO O 
HONI BVMP O VEIBION A DWY O FERCHED, SEF, 1 S® 
RICHARD TREVOR -MARCHOG DEPVTY-LIFTENANT Y SIR 
HONN YR HWNN A BRIODODD KATRIN MERCH ROESIER 
PVLESTON O EMRAL -YSGWIER FAB S®? EDWARD PVLESTON 
MARCHOG. 2 SION TREVOR YSGWIER GOLYGWR AR LYNGES 
ARDDERCHAWG Y VRENHINES YR HWN A _ BRIODODD 
MARGED MERCH HVW TREVANION O GARIHAYS YN GHER- 
NYW YSGWIER VAB S? HVW TREVANIAN MARCHOG. © 3, 
RONDL TREVOR A FV FARW YN.GYFAGOS AROL EI DAD. 
4. SACVIL TREVOR CAPTEN VN AMRYW O LONGAV’R VREN- 
HINES. 5, TOMAS TREVOR MYFYRIWR Y GYFRAITH. 6, 
WINIFFRED A BRIODES EDWARD PVLESTON O ALYNTON 
YSGWIER. 7, AG ERMIN A BRIODES ROBERT LLOID O HER- 
SEDD YSGWIER. 


IN MIHI REQUIES, NAM VITA MIHI CHRISTVS. 


On the top of the monument is the family motto ; 
CAR BOB COWIRDEB. 


South of this monument is another, also in alabaster, 
representing a lady kneeling at her prayer-desk, and 
behind her, also kneeling, the figures, graduated in 
size, of her five daughters, with this inscription, many 
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of the letters of which are linked :'-—* Here lyeth the 
body of Dame Katherin Trevor, wyfe of Sr Richard 
Trevor, of Trevalyn, knight, and davghter of Roger 
Pvleston, of Emerell, Esq’., who, having lyved lovingly 
and vertvovsly wth her husband fvll 20 yeares (and 
borne vnto him 5 davghters, Magdalen, maryed to 
Arthur Bagnall, Esq’., sonne and heire to Sr Henry 
Bagnall, knight, late high marshall of Ireland, Mary, 
to Evan Lloyd Esq’., sonne and heire apparat to Sr 
John Lloyd, knight, Anne, who dyed beyng an infant, 
Dorothy and Margarett yet vnmarryed) vpon the third 
day of October, 1602, to the great griefe of all that 
knewe her, departed ovt of this worlde, wherein she 
had lyved 46 yeares, yelding vpp her sovle as a good 
Christian into the handes of God and rendryng her 
body to this earth here to abyde a ioyfvll resvr- 
rection.” 

High up on the north wall of the Trevor Chapel is 
another alabaster monument, containing two arched 
recesses, the first occupied by the kneeling figure of 
Sir Richard Trevor, and the second by that of his wife. 
Below are the following inscriptions :—‘ Aug’st 20. 
Sr Richard Trevor of Trevalin, knight, in his life time 
being past ye age of 80 yeares, erected this tovmb chiefly 
in memory of his deare wife, Dame Katherine Trevor, 
dwghter to the right Wop’! Roger Pvleston, of Emerall, 
Esq., by whom hee had v davghters, ws., Magdalen, 
maried to Arthur Bagnall, Esq., sonn and heire to 
Sr Henry Bagnall, late high marshall of Ireland, Mary, 
maried to Evan Lloyd, Esq., sonne of Sr John Lloyd, 
of Yale, knight, who was also a captayne in Ireland. 
Ann died an infant, Dorothy, maried to Sr John 
Hanmer of Hanmer, knight and baronett, Margarett 
maried to John Griffith, of Llyne, Esq., whereof 4 have 
issue, soe that I have now, I thanke God, childrens 
childrens children to the number of 12, 1638.” 


1 I do not show these linked letters, because they would cer- 
tainly be misrepresented by the printers, who have no corresponding 
type. The inscription is in capitals throughout. 
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“Sr Richard Trevor lived many years in the warrs 
in Ireland, and was Captaine of 100 foote, and after 
Captaine of a troope of 50 horse, and Governovr of the 
Newrie and Counties of Downe and Armagh, and 
Likewise was of the Councell of the Marches of Wales, 
and Vic Admirall of North Wales for the space of 
30 years. all which he doth acknowledge to be God’s 
favovrs and blessinges to him and his.” 

I have had copied out at Somerset House the will of 
Sir Richard Trevor (made 28th October, 1636, proved 
5th January, 1639, by Magdalen Terringham, formerly 
Bagnal, Evan Lloyd, the executor, being deceased). I give 
a brief abstract of this will. The testator desired to be 
buried with his wife, the mother of his children, and be- 
queathed £5 to the poor of the parish of Gresford, forty 
shillings towards the reparation of the church of Gres- 
ford, £5 to his brother, Sir Thomas Trevor, and £2 to his 
‘niece Whiler,” whom I cannot identify. He left also 
towards the maintenance of the hospital in the Rossett 
Green, £100, “to be paid and delivered to the hands 
of my good nephew, Sir John Trevor, and also I have 
left in the hands of my good son-in-law, John Griffith 
Esq., one hundred pounds more which he hath promised 
to deliver to my said nephew, both of which [sums] are 
to the use of the poor to maintain them for ever by 
the order and appointment of my nephew, Sir John” 
The testator bequeathed to his nephew, Sir John Trevor, 
‘all such stuff and moveables as shall be in Trevallin ~ 
House, Castle Crofte, or in the Lodge, except such 
trifles as [may be] in my Trunkes and Boxes,” and 
“the rest and residue of all my personal estate, as well 
my lands, money, plate, jewels, utensils, household 
stuff, obligations, and other goods and chattels what- 
soever . . . any debts and funeral expenses first paid 
and discharged, unto my dear good daughter, Magdalen 
Bagenhall, of Place Newith, County Anglesey, and her 
assigns for ever, whether they be in England, Wales, 


1 The very tradition of this hospital has been lost. 
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or Ireland, and I do hereby constitute and appoint my 
most truly loving son-in-law, Evan Lloyd, Esq., of 
Yale, County Denbigh, sole executor of this my last 
Will and Testament . . . And I do desire and pray 
my sons-in-law, my children, and all my posterity, 
to love each other and to be thankful to God in all 
things. I pray God bless you all.” Then follow 
directions to his daughter Magdalen: “Touching the 
house and little land adjoining called Ladyes Bower, 
with all the stuff therein, I confirm it to my dear 
Grandchild your son, God bless him, all the house in 
Merford, with the rest of my purchased land in Alling- 
ton, to my son and daughter Lloyd during each of 
their lives, with the stuff therein, and after days to 
young Evan Lloyd, son and heir to John Lloyd, of 
Llanrhayder, and if or concerning these lands that Sir 
Thomas Hanmer should not cleere it according to his 
faithful promise as truly he should do, then the rent of 
the land to maintain suite for the time by Jack Lloyd 
my Grandchild, and the help of his Father-in-law Sir 
Bevis Thelwall, there be sundry proofs sufficient to 
be against Sir Thomas, but I hope he will faithfully 
perform what is just and true. And for what estate 
I shall leave to the land in Powis, you, Magdalen, to 
dispose of it to your child’s benefit. Have care that 
what I set down touching the poor Hospital be per- 
formed. For my funeral, I desire it to be privately in 
the night, with Store of Candles and no charge ; you 
are to deliver my good son Lloyd the writing of the 
mortgage to be cancelled, already have I given him 
and Mary the houses and stuff J have in Wrexham. 
And for the two hundred and twenty pounds which I 
lent my daughter, and my plate which she hath 
pawned at Chester, that my Grandchild have the same 
following St. John till payment, and out of it that he 
have his charges and forty pounds more. The rest to 
Nicholas Bagenhall. And I charge you upon .my 
blessing that Dorothie St. John have no pennyworth of 
mine. 
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Sir Richard’s brother, Sir Thomas Trevor, knighted 
in 1620, and Solicitor-General to Prince Charles (after- 
wards King Charles I) was one of the commissioners to _ 
whom King James I, on the 27th January, in the 22nd 
year of his reign, granted the lordship of Bromfield and 
Yale for the sale of escheat and leasehold lands therein, 
and for the conversion of such lands, for a considera- 
tion, into freehold. He had been before—as Thomas 
Trevor, Esq.—one of the patentees to whom the same 
king, on the 10th of January, in the 14th year of his 
reign, granted the lordship of Dyffryn Clwyd and the 
town of Ruthin. Sir Thomas was also one of the judges 
concerned in the ship-money case, and was accordingly 
impeached, 22nd December, 1640, by the House of 
Commons. On 18th October, 1643, he petitioned, 
acknowledging his error in the aforesaid case, and sub- 
mitted himself to the favourable consideration of the 
House. On the 19th, he was condemned and com- 
mitted to prison, and on the 20th petitioned to be 
released, but his impeachment was not taken off until 
20th May, 1644. 

Meanwhile, Sir John Trevor, knight, of Trefalyn 
Hall and Plas Tég, the nephew of Sir Richard and Sir 
Thomas, had espoused the side of the popular party, 
taking an active part, civilly, on that side, until after 
the death of Oliver Cromwell. But he appears, soon 
afterwards, to have entered into negotiations with those 
who brought about the Restoration, and was received . 
into favour by Charles II. Without going into par- 
ticulars, I may say that after the execution of James, 
Earl of Derby, the trustees for the sale of delinquents’ 
lands sold the manors of Hawarden, Mold, and Hope 
to persons representing Captain Andrew Ellise, Colonel 
George Twistleton, and Sir John Trevor, Sir John’s 
portion being the manor of Hope and certain lands in 
Mold. Meanwhile, Charles, Lord Derby, conveyed his 
interests in the aforesaid manors to Sir John Glynne, 
in December, 1653. After the Restoration, the Earl of 
Derby endeavoured tu recover these manors or lord- 
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ships, and prolonged legal proceedings resulted. It 
was finally decided that, although the manors of 
Hawarden and Mold were alienated by Lord Derby’s 
conveyance, the manor of Hope was not alienated by 
his lordship’s similar conveyance, that manor and 
lordship having been given by Richard III for services 
rendered to the Crown by Sir Thomas Stanley, and 
not capable of being estranged, under the circumstances, 
from his descendants. It was John Trevor, Esq., 
grandson of Sir John Trevor, from whom the manor of 
Hope was recovered. 

Trefalyn Hall was built in 1576 by John Trevor, the 
third. ‘There were two wings, parallel to and separate 
from each other. One of these wings was used as a 
dwelling-house, and the other as quarters for the 
servants, dairy, etc. It was apparently intended to 
connect these wings by a main portion, which would 
have stood where the garden now is, and have made, 
with the rest, a very imposing structure indeed. But 
this intention, supposing it to have existed, was never 
carried out. However, in the middle of a line drawn 
between the ends of the two wings was a small build- 
ing, of which hereafter. Then there was the lodge, 
which Mr. Chancellor Trevor Parkins believes to be, in 
effect, the house now occupied by Mr. Thomas Lewis, 
miller of Lower Marford Mill? In the hall thus 
arranged, Sir Richard Trevor, son of the builder, lived, 
but the later Trevors do not appear to have occupied 


1 The core of this house, which has been enlarged on three sides 
by lean-to additions, and has its back to the road leading from 
Marford Bridge to Trefalyn House, is certainly not much later in 
date than Trefalyn Hall itself. The present front, looking towards 
the Hall, is almost unaltered, and very charming. I present a 
photograph of it, kindly taken for me by Miss C. A. Andrews. It 
is almost directly opposite what would have been the centre of 
Trefalyn Hall, if the middle body of that hali had been completed, as 
is supposed was intended. The present miller’s house would, in that 
case, occupy precisely the position on which one would imagine the 
lodge to have stood, always remembering that the course of the 
main road past Trefulyn Hall was slightly altered at this point more 
than a hundred years ago. 
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: it. They had Plas Tég, in the parish of Hope, a much 
larger and more commodious building. To them also 
belonged Glynde, in Sussex, conveniently situated for 
London. Trefalyn Hall was inhabited by the agents 
of the estate. At the time of the Restoration, John 
Peck, gent., of Cornish Hall, Holt, was living there. 
, He died March 16th, 1661-62, aged 67, and was buried 
at Gresford. He was succeeded by Mr. Jasper Peck, 
in whose time the Hall was rated for seventeen hearths 
(in 1671). Mr. Jasper Peck died Sept. 21st, 1688, and 
was buried in Holt Church. One of this gentleman’s 
sons was named “ Trevor Peck.” Afterwards came 
Mr. George Blackburne (or Blackborn), agent to the 
Trefalyn Hall estate, who was buried at Gresford, 
Nov. 4th, 1725. The ghost of a “ Madam Blackburn” 
is said to have long haunted Trefalyn Hall. Mr. John 
Travers (see hereafter under Trefalyn House) was the 
next agent for the estate, and he also lived at the Hall, 
| as did his son William Travers, for a time after him, 
‘ I think. Then began the long agency of the Boydells. 
| The first of these was Mr. Thomas Boydell, a younger 
son of Mr. Josiah Boydell, of Hawarden, and a brother 
of Alderman John Boydell, engraver and print publisher 
of London. Mr. Thomas Boydell, born in 1729, was 
succeeded in the agency by his eldest son, Thomas 
Boydell, junior. Both of these occupied Trefalyn 
Hall. Mr. Thomas Boydell, junior, was followed as 
agent by his brother, John Boydell, and he again by . 
his nephew, John Boydell, junior, a younger son of his 
brother James. But after Miss Elizabeth. Mary 
| Boscawen married the late Mr. Thomas Griffith, he 
(Mr. Griffith) went to live at the old hall as tenant, 
and made great changes in it. The fine staircase and 
wainscoted hall were swept away, the sitting-rooms, 
which were small and inconvenient, were enlarged, and 
the existing passage, connecting the two portions of 
the house, was built. The small detached building, of 
which I have. already spoken, was pulled down and 
re-erected in the middle of this new connecting passage, 
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presenting the appearance shown in the accompanying 
illustrations, which are reproduced from photographs 
taken by Mr. J. Oswell Bury. Mr. Thomas Griffith 
was succeeded at Trefulyn Hall by his son, Captain 
Boscawen Trevor Griffith Boscawen, one of the co- 
owners, who has died while these pages are being 
printed, 30th December, 1904. 

In 1798 Mr. George Boscawen had five-tenths, or 
one undivided moiety of the Trefalyn Hall estate, in 
the counties of Denbigh and Flint ; Mary Jane, Lady 
Dacre, under the will of her late husband, Trevor 
Charles Roper, eighteenth Lord Dacre, had two-fifths, 
and Gertrude, Baroness Dacre, sister of the said Lord 
Dacre, the remaining three-fifths ; subject, however, to 
dower in part of the same, of Mary Jane, Lady Dacre. 
In the following year, Mary Jane, Lady Dacre, pur- 
chased from her sister-in-law, Gertrude, Baroness 
Dacre, the three parts belonging to her, the minerals 
being reserved. Mr. Boscawen and Lady Dacre thus 
became owners of two equal and undivided parts in the 
Trefalyn Hall and Plas Tég estates, and (May 13th, 
1799) Mr. Josiah Boydell, of Rossett, and Mr. Thomas 
Lovett, of Chirk, presented their survey of the same, 
declaring its value in money, and setting out separately 
the share of Mr. Boscawen. Some difficulty arose in 
connection with Mr. Boscawen’s marriage settlement, 
but ultimately (September 19th and 20th, 1800) 
Trefalyn Hall, the manor of Merford, and various tithes, 
mills, messuages, lands, etc., allotted to him on the 
survey were conveyed to him in severalty, while Plas 
Tég, the manor of Ridley, and various tithes, mes- 
suages, lands, etc., were conveyed in severalty to 
Mary Jane, Dowager Lady Dacre, who bequeathed a 
part of her estate thus acquired to Cadwaladr Blayney 
Roper, Esq., second son of the Hon. and Rev. Richard 
Henry Roper, younger brother of the Hon. Charles 
Roper, who married Miss Gertrude Trevor. Mr. 
Cadwaladr Blayney Roper assumed in 1809 the addi- 
tional name of Trevor. 




















- 40 
7) nS (‘bsg ‘hang ppasgc ‘p fig ydvubojoyg v mou WT) 
“INOUT ‘“NVHXGYA UVAN “TIVE, NAIVaAaU, 




















- = sai CPE 
z i ai i = 












_ IN THE COUNTIES OF DENBIGH AND FLINT. 109 


TREFALYN HovseE. 


This mansion, often called simply “ Trefalyn,” is now 
known. as “Trefalyn House,” to distinguish it from 
* Trefalyn Hall,” on the one hand, and “ Trefalyn Farm,” 
on the other. 

Trefalyn House and estate appear to have become 
the property of John Langford, of Ruthin, towards the 
end of the fifteenth century, by his marriage with 
Catherine, daughter and heir of William ap David ap 
Gruffydd ap David, of Trefalyn and Burton. John 
Langford’s father, grandfather, and great-grandfather 
had been Constables of Ruthin Castle. My whole 
knowledge of the earlier Langfords of Trefalyn House 
is derived from the third volume of Powys Fadog, to 
which, therefore, I refer the reader. 

Richard Langford, father of the John Langford who 
heads the annexed pedigree, besides his eldest son and 
other children by his first wife, is said to have had 
three sons, Thomas, George, and Owen, and four 
daughters, by his second wife. The George Langford 
just named married Alice, daughter of Roger Wyn 
Santhey, of Burton (see Chapter II), and had by her 
four children—Randle, William, Nathaniel, and Ellen. 

I mention these names because I have seen the pre- 
nuptial settlement (dated 16th December, 3rd James I) 
between Ellen, daughter of George Langford, of Burton, 
co. Denbigh, and Robert ap Hugh, of Esclusham, 
yeoman. Thomas Langford, of Burton, gent., probably 
Ellen’s uncle, was one of the trustees of this settle- 
ment, and William Langford, Randle Langford, and 
Nathaniel Langford, apparently her brothers, each 
writing a beautiful ‘“ hand,” were among the witnesses 
to the execution of it. 

The above-named Thomas and Randle Langford are 
mentioned again in Norden’s Survey (4.D. 1620) of the 
manor of Burton. Thomas Langford had then a capital 
messuage and various lands in the townships of Burton 
and Llai, comprising 180 statute acres. Randle Lang- 
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ford had at the same time a capital messuage and 
84 statute acres, formerly the lands of Richard Lang- 
ford, Esq., grandfather of the said Randle, and another 
free holding, containing 42 statute acres, in Llai. It is 
quite possible that the Langfords of Wrexham were the 
later representatives of the Burton Langfords, but of 
this there is no absolute proof. Certain it is, there 
were no Langfords living in either Burton or Llai after 
the year 1660. 

As to the Richard Langford, eldest son of the John 
Langford with whom the annexed pedigree begins, 
in Norden’s Survey (a.D. 1620), his capital messuage 
and lands in Allington are minutely described, and 
then contained 90 (customary, or 191 statute,) acres. 
He had also other tenements and lands, all free, in 
Gresford and Gwersyllt, containing about 29 statute 
acres. 

In Welshpool churchyard, against the east wall of 
the church, is a tombstone to the memory of Theo- 
philus Langford, fourth son of Richard Langford, of 
“Trevalen,” co. Denbigh, Esq., attorney-at-law, who 
died 30th August, 1667, aged sixty. In the Welsh- 
pool registers, among the notes of burials, under date 
Ist September, 1667, is the following entry : “ Theo- 
philus Langford frater mihi germanus e unicus.” His 
brother, therefore, was the vicar, the Rev. Wm. 
Langford, M.A., “master of Ruthin school, 1626-8 ; 
rector of Heneglwys, 1630; vicar of Welshpool, 1632 j 
rector of Llanerfyl, 1637 ; canon, 1639 ; sinecure rector 
of Llanfor, 1644. Deprived, but restored, 1660” 
(Archdeacon Thomas, History of Diocese of St. Asaph, 
p. 795, note.) The Rev. Wm. Langford seems to have 
been living in Welshpool in 1667, and to have died in 
1668. When he speaks of Theophilus Langford as 
“frater mihi unicus,” he may have meant his only 
surviving brother, or his brother exceedingly beloved. 

In 1717 the Archdeacon of Merioneth was Richard 
Langford, whose seal, in the possession of Mr. Chan- 
cellor Trevor Parkins, shows a shoveller, with the fol- 
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lowing inscription round the rim: “Sigillum Rich. 
Langford, A.M., Archidiac. Merioneth.” 

Trefalyn House was assessed for the hearth tax in 
1670 as containing ten hearths. If we may judge it by 
this standard, we should say that it was then of about 
the same size as Llai Hall. Externally, the older 
portion shows two huge chimney-stacks, with the date 
1754, and the letters W. T. (for William Travers). The 
rest looks modern, but I am told there are some fine 
and evidently old rooms within. The gardens are ex- 
ceptionally extensive and beautiful. 


The later history of the Langfords of Trefalyn House 


was for a long time very obscure, but Mr. Chancellor 
Trevor Parkins and Mr. Cokayne have, between them, 
made it intelligible. I have, however, some items to 
add. Most of these can best be embodied in the 
annexed pedigree. But I must summarise Mr. Trevor 
Parkins’ contribution to The Cheshire Sheaf (1891, 
p- 115). The Trefalyn House estate being entailed, 
George Langford succeeded his brother Richard in the 
possession of it, barred the entail, and bequeathed the 
property to his sisters, Dorothy and Judith. By deed 
dated 30th June, 1721, these sisters made a partition, 
whereby “the capital messuage called Allington or 
Trevalyn,” and other messuages and lands, of the yearly 
value of £201 Os. 2d., were conveyed to Dorothy, 
afterwards the wife of Benjamin Bruen, Esq., whose 
name I cannot find in any of the pedigrees seen by 
me.! When Mr. Bruen died, he devised all his estates 
to Judith (afterwards Mrs. Jackson), who was his only 
child, with a direction that they should be sold for the 
payment of his debts. ‘On March 14, 1747, a decree 
for sale was made by the Master of the Rolls in a suit 
wherein ‘Joseph Jackson and Judith his wife, as heir 
and devisee of Benjamin Bruen,’ were defendants. 
Under this decree, the residence of the Langfords was 


1 In the registers of Gresford parish I find recorded the burial 
(16th February, 1683) of “ George, ye son of John Bruen, of 
Chester, Gent. 
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sold, and became the property of Mr. William Travers,” 
ete. 

Charles Langford, gent., married at Wrexham, 30th 
May, 1748, Jane, the widow of John Jones, of Hope 
and Heol Pwll y Kiln, in Acton. 

I see also in The Cheshire Sheag for 1891, p. 86, 
the following paragraph, taken from Adams’ Weekly 
Courant for 4th January, 1774: “Last Wednesday 
died at Wrexham, after a short but severe illness, 
Judith, wife of Mr. Joseph Jackson, and only Daughter 
of the late Benjamin Bruen, Esq. She was the last 
who had borne that Name, who was lineally descended 
from the ancient Family of the Bruens of Stapleford, 
in the County of Chester. Her mother, Dorothy, was 
the last of the Langfords, who inherited Trevallyn, in 
the County of Denbigh. Her very great Wrongs, her 
long Sufferings, by frequent Illness, she bore with true 
Christian Patience, Humility, and Meekness! She 
was remarkable for good Breeding, Politeness, and 
Affability : they seemed inherent to her! The sacred 
duties of a Wife, a Parent, and a Friend she religiously 
discharged. Her loss is greatly felt by her Acquaint- 
ance, and most affectionately by her Husband and only 
surviving Daughter.” 

Mrs. Judith Jackson’s “‘ only surviving daughter” was 
Judith, the eldest child of her marriage, who soon after 
became the wife of Mr. John Mellor. John and Judith 
Mellor had at least five children, whose names were 
reminiscent of the Langfords and Bruens— Sophia 
Bruen, afterwards the wife of Richard Benjamin, gent., 
of Rhosnessney, in Erlas ; Dorothy Langford, Richard, 
John Langford, and Julia Langford. 

The arms of the Langfords, of Trefalyn House, were : 
gules, a shoveller argent, membered or. 

The Traverses of Trefalyn House, have now to be 
dealt with. The first member of this family whose 
name I know is Mr. John Travers. He married at 
Wrexham, 19th December, 1699, Sarah Mainwaring, 
daughter, I believe, to Mr. Edward Mainwaring, a pros- 
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perous draper of the Lampint, Wrexham (see my 
History of Town of Wrexham, etc., pp. 120 and 121), 
and a Presbyterian. Mr. John Travers came into pos- 
session, after his father-in-law’s death, of the Main- 
waring property and business, and was for many years 
a linendraper in Wrexham, although he was probably 
trained for the legal profession. His first wife died 
July, 1707, and was buried in Wrexham. I am not 
certain whether any of the children of this marriage 
reached man or woman’s estate. On the 11th June, 
1717, Mr. John Travers married, secondly, Anne, eldest 
daughter of Simon Thelwall,’ Esq., of Llanbedr, and 
widow of Mr. Gerard Eyton (son of Kenrick Eyton, Esq., 
of Eyton, by Elizabeth Beale, his second wife). The 
children of this marriage were William (baptised at 
Wrexham, 18th April, 1721), Robert, Edward, and 
Anna Maria (baptised at Wrexham, 18th July, 1718; 
buried at Gresford 28th March, 1747). 

Mr. John Travers became ultimately (before 1739, I 
think) agent for the Trevor estate, living at Trefalyn 
Hall, and was buried at Gresford, 26th December, 1748, 
aged 74. His second wife was buried there, 29th 
September, 1749, aged 66. During the greater part 
of his life, Mr. Travers was a decided Dissenter, and 
his name remained as a member of the Presbyterian 
congregation, Wrexham, until the time of his death. 
In 1711, he was a trustee for certain funds connected 
with that congregation, and William Travers, of 
Clement’s Inn, London, gent., was associated with him, 
among others, in that capacity. In 1742, he was again 
trustee for another fund belonging to the same con- 
gregation, and one of his co-trustees was William 
Travers, of Lincoln’s Inn, London, who was perhaps his 
son. But this William and his brothers must have 
soon after severed their connection with Nonconformity. 

Mr. William Travers succeeded his father as agent 


1 On 12th June, 1765, “ Master Simon Thelwall, of Trevallin,” 
was buried at Gresford, and on 5th November, 1731, ‘“ Madam 
Maria Thelwall de Trevallin ” is mentioned. 
6TH SER., VOL, V, 8 
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to the Trefalyn Hall estate, and in 1747 bought the 
property of the Bruens in Allington, and so became the 
first of the Traverses of Trefalyn House, which, as we 
have seen, he partly rebuilt in 1754. He was a Captain 
in the Denbighshire Militia, a Justice of the Peace 
for the county, and was buried at Gresford, 7th October, 
1765 ; being succeeded at Trefalyn House by his brother 
Edward, formerly of Lincoln’s Inn, who was buried at 
Gresford 28th August, 1777, where also was interred 
Robert Travers, son of Edward, 19th July, 1772. 
Robert Travers, brother of William and Edward, a 
merchant in London, died 23rd February, 1781. Mr. 
Edward Travers’ widow, Ursula, married Mr. George 
Johnson, of Chester, afterwards of St. James’s Street, 
Westminster, and died 8th November, 1796, bequeath- 
ing the Trefalyn House estate to her brother, Edward 
Wilson, Esq.," with reversion to Richard Twiss, Esq.,” 
of Belvedere Hall, father of the Rev. Dr. Robert Twiss, 
and grandfather of the late well-known Sir Travers 
Twiss, knight. Dr. Twiss sold Trefalyn House, and a 
small portion of land adjoining, to John Stanislaus 
Townshend, Esq. (see the Townshend pedigree, after- 
wards), and the Townshends have held the property 
ever since. As to the remaining and larger portion of 


1 In Gresford Registers are the following entries :— 


Jane, da: of John Wilson of Llay Hall, Gent., and Hannah his 
wife, born July 15, 1755, and bapt’d Aug. 5, 1755. 

31 Oct., 1776. Mrs. Wilson, of Trevallyn, bur’d. 

21 Oct., 1784. Mrs. Jenny Wilson, of Trevallin Hall, bur’d. 

11 Jan’y, 1791. Mr. John Wilson, of Gatwen, bur’d (see His- 
tory of Country Townships of Old Parish of Wrexham, 
p. 109). 

2 This Mr. Richard Twiss was, in 1807, living at Stour Street, 
Chelsea, and in the year following, his only son and heir-apparent, 
the Rev. Robert Twiss, was described as of Allsop’s Buildings, 
parish of Marylebone, county of Middlesex. Dr. Robert Twiss, 
whose death was “ presented ” at the Marford Manor Court, 24th 
February, 1858, had, besides his eldest son, Travers, two other 
sons, Richard and Robert Twiss, who were deputed, on 15th July, 
1874, by Sir Travers Twiss to act for him. Sir Travers Twiss, Q.C., 
D.C.L., died. . . Jan’y, 1897, in the 88th year of his age. 
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Trefalyn House estate, Mr. Chancellor Trevor Parkins 
tells me this was sold between 1850 and 1860 (he 
thinks by Dr. Robert Twiss to Mr. Popham, of Little- 
cote), and was re-purchased by the late General Towns- 
hend, so that it now forms again part of the old 
property from which it was detached for a time. 

I may as well record here a note I made relating to 
the Travers family, after inspecting two deeds some 
years ago. On 6th July, 1725, William Travers, of 
Symond’s Inn, gent., was mentioned, and on 19th June, 
. 1769, William Matthew Travers, of Beeston, county 
Chester, gent., was also mentioned, and declared to be 
the eldest son of Matthew Travers, of Beeston aforesaid, 
gent., which Matthew Travers was eldest son of 
Matthew Travers of Shrewsbury, grocer, who was the 
eldest brother of the aforesaid William Travers, of 
Symond’s Inn. 





| 
Matthew Travers, of Shrewsbury, William Travers, of Symond’s Inn, younger 
Grocer. brother, 1725. 


Matthew Travers, of Beeston, Gent., eldest son. 


| 
William Matthew Travers, of Beeston, Gent., eldest son, 19th July, 1769. 


Dr. Twiss having sold Trefalyn House to John 
Stanislaus Townshend, Esq., the Townshends have ever 
since remained connected with that place. Before that 
time the three earlier Townshends were always described 
manorially as ‘‘ of Hem ;” but they did not live there. 
Mr. Anthony Townshend dwelled in Stansty, his son, 
Mr. John Townshend, at Holt, and his grandson, Mr. 
John Townshend (father of Mr. John Stanislaus 
Townshend), at Chester. 

Sir Robert Townshend, father of Anthony, is said to 
have been the first gentleman knighted (as Sir Robert 
Agborough) by Charles II, on his return to England. 

Mr. Chancellor Trevor Parkins has supplied me with 
a copy (from The Genealogist, vol. i) of the grant of 
arms of Townshend, with a difference, to Sir Robert 
Agborough by Sir Edward Walker, Garter King-of 

82 
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Arms. The deed recites that the Right Honourable 
Horatio, Lord Townshend, ‘takeing notice of the 
quality, vertue and meritt of S’r Robert Agborough 
alias Townsend, Kt., who being from his infance 
educated by his Father in law, Aurelian Townsend, 
Esq., neere kinsman to the sd Lord Townsend hath 
been by custom commonly known by and hath had the 
sirname of Townsend apply’d to him. In which respect 
the s'd Lord Townsend hath held it agreable to justice 
and reason to continue the sirname unto him the sd 
S’r Robert Agborough alias Townshend, and for the 
better performance thereof hath by a publique instru- 
ment under his hand and seale, dated the 12th day of 
March, 1662 [1662-3], not only authorised him the s’d 
S’r Robert Agborough to stile and wright himself by 
the name of Townsend but also to beare the Arms of 
his family with such difference and distinction” as the 
Garter King-of-Arms might think fit. The authorisa- 
tion, dated 29th May, 1663, from Sir Edward Walker, 
granting with a difference the arms of Townshend, 
then follows.’ 

I cannot discover in what particular degree of re- 
lationship Aurelian Townshend stood to Horatio, 
Viscount Townshend, but the grant by the latter of the 
name Townshend to Sir Robert Agborough is very 
peculiar. 

I am not quite certain as to the identity of the 
persons named in the after-given extracts from the 
Gresford Registers :— 

24 Dec., 1759. Mrs. Townshend of Chester, buried. 


29 Dec., 1780. Mrs. Townshend of Chester, buried. 
27 Dec., 1789. Mrs. Elizabeth Townshend of Chester, buried. 


The annexed pedigree of Townshend contains some 
details taken from Burke’s Landed Gentry, but is 
mainly compiled from original sources. 


1 “ Rob. Agberowe alias Townsend, 14 January, 1650-51, begged 
the Committee for Compounding for leave to compound, having 
adhered to the King’s party under the Earl of Holland, and on 
February 4th following his fine was set at 33s, 4d, 








cay 








ee Bee ; TOWNSHENDS OF HEM, HOLT, AND Tt 





Arms oF TowNsHEND or TreraLyn Hovsz.—Az., a chevron engrailed between two escallops erm. 
Mortors-—‘‘ Huic generi incremerita fines :” and, as represent 


. William Beet zs dau. of Edward Wythes, of Copgrove, } 





Sir Ropert Townsnenn, Knt., of Hem, assumed name and differenced arms of Townshend, of Raynham, Norfolk 
knighted, 1660. 





Antaony TownsHEND, buried at Gresford, 31st Jan , 170}.>=Mary, dau. of Sir John | 





| 
JouN TOWNSHEND, born 2nd Oct., 1695; =(1) Mary, dau. of Sir —- Ee cig of Henbury, Cheshire ; 0b. s. p., buried Pene 


bapt. at Wrexham ; buried at Gres- resford, 29th July, 1725. 16! 
ford, 12th June, 1749. (2) Frances, born 1702, ant, 2 Nathaniel Lee, of Darnhall, Cheshire, and widow 


of Sam. Mynshall, of Chester, Gent, 

















5 
Soe TownsHEND ==Anne, one of the daus. of Robert Townshend. Eaward Townshend, of Wincham and Antrobus, Cheshire, Th Townshend, of Wilbrig 
born 3rd Oct, Henry Bennett, Esq., Officer in the 44th by will of Hester Legh, of Adlington ; married, 1st, 25th Aug., 17388; died 27t) 
1730.; died 8th of Moston, Cheshire ; : Regiment. Killed Frances, dau. of Thos. Lee, of Cotton, 1763; at St. John’s, Anne, dau. of Geo. Mainwar 
April, 1778; born 1728, married in North America, Chester ; and, 2ndly, Anne, eldest dau. of Rev. John Massie Taylor, Esq.); and, | 
buried at Gres- 1760 ; buried 29th 1756. Baldwin, of Hoole ; married 25th March, 1775, at Ple- Hesketh, of Newton, Cheshir 
ford, 13th April. | Nov., 1780, at Gresford. g mondstowe. Whence, by second wife, Townshends of at St. Oswald’s, Chester; di 
Wincham. ; ments at St. Olave’s, Chester. 
I : | 
Joun StanisLaus TOWNsSHEND,==Priscilla, only dau. of Thomas Thr 
of Trefalyn House ; died Gladwin, Esq. ; married 3rd died v 
17th Aug., 1826. Aug., 1790. 

[1 | 2 [3 16 [7 
JOHN 1S iiiiatn, tna eldest dau. of Thomas George Henry Dive TownsHEnD, born 6th aelehie Townshend, Rev. Bennet Vere Charles Townsh 
of Trefalyn John Fielden, Esq., Townshend, Oct., 1795; bapt. at Gresford. born 9th M May, 1800; Townshend, Mary Anne, d 
House ; died 17th of Mollington Hall, _— died at Calcutta —_Lieut.-Col. in 25th Regiment, and ie at Gresford. died unmarried Edge Barker, 
Aug., 1826. Cheshire ; married in 1819, General in Army; died unmarried, Died young. in 1836. dir, co. Denb.. 

10th May, 1842, 22nd Sept., 1882, and was succeeded Chapter. 
by his nephew, Chas. William Towns- 
hend. 
J 1 

George Townshend, ob. 3. p., in vitd CHARLES WILLIAM TowNSHED 
avunculi ejus. peed High Sheriff, « 





John Sydney Townshend, born 1888. 





) TREFALYN HOUSE, Co. DENBIGH. 





Crest.—A roebuck’s head attired or, gorged with a collar az., charged with three escallops arg. 
resenting the Lees of Darnhall, ‘‘ Vince malum patienti4.” 


ove, Yorks, who married, secondly, Aurelian Townshend, Esq. 


orfolk, by patent, 29th May, 1663 ;=(1) Anne, dau. of William, Lord Spencer, of Wormleighton. 
(2) Mary, dau. of Henry Ascue, Esq 





John Dugdale ; died 7th Oct., 1744, aged 75 ; buried in St. John’s, Chester. 





| | | 
Penelope, born 7th Feb., Arabella, born 23rd Aug., Anna Maria= Rev, Hugh Wilbraham, Rector of St. Mary’s, 
1692 ; nore at Wrex- 1699; bapt. at Wrexham. Chester ; married before 1728. 
m, 








1 
‘ilbrighton Hall, co, Stafford ; born Georg: “ ark Townshend, bapt. at Holt, 2nd William, Frances, probably the Susan, Ann, od. inn, ; buried 











i 27th May, 1822; married, lst, May, 1742; died 29th Sept., 1801; married 8rd son, Mrs. Frances Towns- ob. at Gresford; 14th 
inwaring, of Bromboro’ (widow of Frances (dau. of Rev. John Brooke, ‘of Black- ob, 8. p. hend buried at inn. June, 1768. 
and, 2ndly, Mary, dau. of Henry lands, Salop), who was buried in Chester Cathe- Gresford, 7th Dec., 
heshire ; married 14th Sept., 1784, dral, 18th March, 1775, aged 37. His son, 1787. 
or; died 27th May, 1822. Monu- George Brooke Briggs Townshend, assnmed the 
ester. name of Brooke 28th March, 1797. 

IT] i4 ae 

Three daus., Sarah Susanna, =Rev. Charles Mainwaring, 
died unmarried. married in of Oteley Park, Salop. 
; 1810. 
;4 j2 [2 | 3 
ownshend, married George Townshend s Seer ga dau. Dorothea. = Rev. George Cunliffe, Anne, born 3rd Jan., 1797; Susanna. =Capt. Henry 
one, dau, of Francis born 4th July, of E. J. M.A , Vicar of Wrex- bapt. at Gresford ; died Meredith 
ker, Esq., of Llyn- 1799 ; bapt. at Manning, ham; married 8th Feb., unmarried, 13th Jan., Mostyn, R.A., 
Denb.—See Burton Gresford. Esq. 1821 ; died 26th March, 1873; buried at Gres- of Segrwyd 
1877, s. p., and was ford. and Llewesog. 
buried at Wrexham. 
Ther 

NSHEND,=-OClara dau. of Col. R. W. O'Grady ; Five daughters. 

, CO. married in 1883. 





And other children. 


ws 
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In Gresford church is a brass to the memory of 
Colonel Edward Dupre Townshend, of Annefield, Gres- 
ford, who died... May, 1883. He was the second son 
of Edward Venables Townshend, Esq., of Wincham, 
and grandson of Edward Townshend, Esq., of Winchatn 
(see the Pedigree). There are also two stained-glass 
windows inserted to the memory of Edward Hunter 
Townshend (elder son of the above-named Col. Edward 
Dupre Townshend), lieutenant and adjutant of Ist 
battalion 16th Bedfordshire Regiment, who died at sea 
off Cape Coast Castle, December 29th, 1873, ‘‘ while 
engaged with Sir Garnet Wolseley in the Ashanti 
Expedition.” 

In the churchyard is a gravestone to the memory of 
Frances Matilda Townshend, born July 6th, 1849, died 
December 30th, 1844, and of Elizabeth Bottrel Towns- 
hend, her mother, born September 11th, 1815, died 
September 13th, 1888. 


TREFALYN Farm. 


I cannot identify with absolute certainty the house 
representing the ancient capital messuage of the 
Merediths of Allington. The John Meredith of 1620 
held this house, with 19 parcels of land containing 
77 (customary, or nearly 163 statute), acres, freely in 
demesne, together with various cottages and lands in 
Gresford and Llai. In the will of Dr. Daniel Williams, 
however (made June 26th, 1711), he speaks of his 
‘estate in and about Trevallin and Grecesford” which 
he bought of the Merediths; and, as he distinguishes 
between this.and his other estate in Burton and Croes 
Howel, we shall probably be right in identifying the 
old capital messuage and estate of the Merediths of 
Allington with the property in that township, now held 
by Dr. Daniel Williams’ trustees. In other words, the 
house seems to be that which still exists, having on it 
the date 1588, and commonly called “ Trevalyn Farm,” 
now occupied by Mr. Thomas Prichard. 
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I may add that Dr. Daniel Williams in his will speaks 
of his cousin, Richard Meredith, Esq., to whom he 
bequeaths his ‘‘largest silver tankard,” and remits the 
several sums of money due to the testator from the 
said Richard. The Doctor also gave to that son of his 
said cousin who bore the testator’s name, £100, and 
another £100 to Elizabeth West, sister of the same 
Richard Meredith. 

I cannot trace the connection between the Merediths 
and Dr. Daniel Williams. Indeed, the whole pedigree of 
the Merediths of Allington is very obscure, and the 
account given of them in the third volume of Powys 
Fadog is extremely incomplete and unsatisfactory. I 
know that the first Sir William Meredith, of Stansty, 
Hugh Meredith (the progenitor of the Merediths of 
Pentrebychan), Edward Meredith, draper and citizen 
of London, and John Meredith, haberdasher and citizen 
of London, were brothers. They appear to have been 
sons of Richard Meredith, of Allington, by his wife 
Jane, daughter of Morgan ap David ap Robert of 
Stansty. Lewis Dwnn confirms this suggestion, but 
names three other children of Richard Meredith (namely, 
Richard, Elis, and Marged), and makes Richard Mere- 
dith to be the son of John Meredith ap Rawlin. The 
John Meredith, of Allington, in 1620, was probably the 
haberdasher of London, who was living at that time, 
but afterwards returned to Wales. His brother Edward 
also returned to Wales (living at Pl4s Coch, Stansty), 
and was buried at Wrexham, June 2nd, 1643. Eliza- 
beth Meredith, of Stansty, was also buried there, 
September 8th, 1644. 

There were still Merediths lingering on in Allington 
after the Restoration, but they appear to have been 
small tenant-farmers only. John Meredith was one of 
the churchwardens in 1718 and 1726, and tenant of 
the Poors Land in Alington in 1732. I copied the 
following extracts relating to them from the Gresford 
Registers :— 
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POWELLS OF HORSLI 





“EK. P.’ for Elliso 























Gruffydd. =Grono. Howel ap David ap Gruffydd, of Talwrn, in Bu 
| 7 
THomas PowELL, said to have rebuilt Horsley==Catherine, one of the two daughters and co-heirs of Jot Powell, whence Powells of 
Hall, and to have been Constable of Holt | Lancelot Lowther, Receiver of Bromfield, 1509, and Holt, Chester, London, etc. 
Castle ; living 1562. Constable of Holt Castle. 
| 3 
Sir Taomas Pows.t, Knt., of Horsley and Birkenhead==Alice, dau. and co-heir of Ralph Worsley, of —John, ob. s. p. Roger Powell, of Mollington Bar 
Priory, High Sheriff co. Denb., 1591 ; buried at St. Birkenhead Priory; married before 26th | —Lancelot, ob. s. p. matriculated Brasenose Coll., 
Mary’s Church, Chester, 26th April, 1613. Knight- Aug,, 1569: died 25th Dec., 1609 ; buried —George, ob. 8. p. 158%, wt. 19, ob. s. p., 1598; b 
od not recorded either by Le Neve or Metcalfe—| at St. Mary’s, Chester, 30th Dec. —Anthony, od. s. p. Chester.—E. P. 
H, of K. —Edward, ob. 8. p. 
—E. P. 
| 1 13 | 2 | 4 
Tuomas Pow tt, of Horsley and Birkenhead,==Dorothy, dau. of Maurice Wynn, Wm. Powell, of Chester ; born about 1658 ; John, 0b. 8. p. Ralph 
High Sheriff for co. Denbigh 1616; died | of Gwydr, by his first wife; died 6th Oct., 1627 ; tat 2 Baron of the 
18th Sept., 1629; buried at St. Mary’s, died 1635. Exchequer at Chester; buried at St, 
Chester, 25th Sept. John’s. 
| 2 : a [3 | 4 
Sir Tuomas Pows11, Bart., of Horsley and=-Catherine, dau. of Sir John John Powell, Citizen and=-Jane, dau. of John Wills, Roger Powell. Rev. Richar 
Birkenhead ; created Bart. 27th Jan.,| Egerton, of Oulton, by Mercer of London, Silk Mercer of London, M.A 
162§ ; High Sheriff of co. Denb., 1639, Margt. [Stanley, of afterwards of a, who bought Bodylltyn 
of co. Chester, 1640. [His burial, as Sir | Hooton], his wife; buried in Ruabon, where he di from John Eyton. 
Thos. Powell, Knt., is registered 25th| 12th Sept., 1639, at St. in 1629. 
Sept., 1647, both at Long Ditton and Mary’s, Chester. Vv 
Barnes, co. Surrey.—H. of K.] 








ji | 2 
1 This Thomas Powell, his father, grand- Thomas' Powell, born before 1609, John Powell, born before 1609 ;= Margaret, dau. and sole heiress of Edward V 
father, and great-grandfather, were all living ob. s. p.; buried at St. Mary’s, died in his father’s lifetime ; Puleston, of Allington ; died 23rd Nov., 
in the beginning of the year 1613. Chester, 11th Feb., 161}. buried at Gresford, Dec., 1642. 1662, and was buried at Gresford. 





| | % 
(1) Mary, dau. of Wm. Conway, of=-Sir Tomas Pows.t, Bart., 2) Jane, dau. of Robt. Ravenscroft, of Bretton, co. Flint, and widow of Worsley Pow 


Bodrhyddan ; married 28th | Horsley and Birkenhead ; born Henry Hardware, of Peele, and before of Col. John Marrow [who 1632 ; diec 
May, 1649. 1630 ; buried at Gresford, 28th was slain 18th Aug., 1644]; buried at Gresford, 17th Feb., 168. 1643 
Sept., 1706. 








. ‘ as 
| 
Anne, dau. of Walter Cookes, of Stepney ;-Thomas Powell, of Pant Iocyn ; bapt. at Gres-==(2) Winifred, dau. of John Mico, of Croscombe, William Powell, ba 











married at Gresford, 26th March, 1670, ford, 22nd June, 1650; matriculated at Jesus Somerset. Marriage licence dated 26th Jan., 165%, at G: 

to Th. Powell; widow of Timothy Coll., Oxon., 5th July, 1667, xt. 17; High Sept., 1680, she being then 22 years old. ob. 8. p. 

Myddelton, of Pant Iocyn; buried at Sheriff of co. Denb., 1684; died 9th April, Buried at Gresford, 31st March, 1701. 

Gresford, 14th April, 1675. buried 17th April, 1689. 

1 2 1 1 

Thomas Powell, bapt. at William Powell, bapt. at Mary, bapt. at Gresford, Margaret, born 12th Feb.,=George Blackborne, of Grofft y Castell, Samue 

at Gresford, 28rd Feb., Gresford, 14th Mach,, 14th March, 1672; 167% ; bapt. at Gresford, Marford. His second wife was Eliza- 1689 

167% ; buried there, 167% ; buried there, buried there, 11 June, 19th May, 167¢; buried beth, dau. of Thos. and Frances and 

26th April, 1672. 11 June, 1673. 1673. there, 12th Sept., 1718. Rossendale (see above). 1703 








i ? | 
Winifred, bapt. at (1) Mary, only surviving child, about four years old on 8th Oct.,>==-Epwarp [1oyp, son of Richard Lloyd,} of Llwyn=(2) Bridg 














Gresford, 23rd 1714; buried at Gresford, 12th May, 1740. Must have| y Maen, senior, and brother of Richard Lloyd, 
March, 1703. , ueathed her estate to her husband (and cousin) and his of Llwyn y Maen, junior; died before 21st Oct., 
right heirs. 1756. 
| | 
Epwarp Richarp Luoyp [born 7th July, 1749 ; bapt. Frances Phebe Lloyd [born 25th July, 1751; William Jones, of Wrexham Fechan, High>-Mar; 
at Oswestry same day.—E. P.]; declared to be about bapt. at Oswestry, 7th Aug., 1751.—E. P.], Sheriff of co. Denb. Had moiety of 
nine years old on 19th Oct., 1758; died before died before 30th Aug., Wh Horsley. 
1764, 8. p. 
| 
John Jones, of Wrexham Fechan, as eldest surviving son, surrendered== Guia 
his moiety of Horsley at Merford Court Baron, held 11th Dec., 1792, i children. 
to John Hughes, of Pwil yr Uwd, Wrexham, and died intestate. 








William Price Jones, died a bachelor and Henry Stephens Jones, “ of City of rouge bi Ribbon Weaver, 
intestate before 21st March, 1817. 21st March, 1792, “ brother and heir of Wm. Price Jones. 


SLEY, Co. DENBIGH. 


fllison Powell. 
in Burton, co. Te dau, and heiress of Ieuan Llwyd, of Horsley. 


1 H. R. Hughes, oe. 
the second son of Sir 





| 
Lewis Powell, whence Powells 
of St. Alban’s, etc. 


ae ar Lae 
wea ‘s . 


of Kinmel (H. of K.), believes this Lancelot Lowther to have been 
ugh Lowther, Knt. (who died about the second year of Henry VIII), 


by Anne his wife, daughter of Sir Lancelot Threlkeld, Knt. 





n Bannester, co. Chester ; 
Coll., Oxon., 15th March, 
08; buried at St. Mary’s, 


— Alice. = Thos. Crue, of Holt. 
—Anne.= Richard Roydon, of Isycoed. 
—-Ma t. = Wm. Holstock, of St. Mary-at-Hill, London, and Orsett, Essex. 
—Dorothy. =(1) John Fylkin, of Tattenhall, Cheshire. 
(2) Lawrence Downes. 


—Winifred. = @ John ie 
George Tomason. 
(3) Edward Gotley. 
(4) John Dod, of Cloverly. 


—Ursula, = Alexander Coates, of Chester. 





| 5 


| 4 | | 6 
Ralph, 0b. s.p, Alexander, ob. s.p. | George Powell, of Burton ;=Jane, dau. of Robt. 
living in 1620. Lloyd, of 


Hartsheath. 


{1 
Alice.=John Lloyd, of 
Llys Vassi. 


2 
ae =:Capt. Roger Roydon, 
of Isycoed. 





| 4 iB jl ;2 
— Powell, Wostley, died Elinor. =...... Norreys, of Speke.—E. P. Margaret, =Wm. Edwards, 
M.A. an infant. [Marriage not recorded in the married of Eyton, co 
Norreys of Speke pedigree. at Bangor Denb.; High 
(H. of K.] Is y Coed, Sheriff for co 
lst Oot. Denb., 1654. 
1627. 





| 3 
rd Worsley Powell, of Birkenhead; bapt. 


Ro 10th Aug., 1624, at St. Mary’s, at St. John’s, Chester ; died 


| 4 
Sidney, 
0b. 8. p. 


|3 
Catherine.= Roger Davies, 
of Erlas Hall, 
co. Denb. 


| 
Frances, bapt. 14th Dec., 1618,=(1) Col. Edward sey eldest son of Wm. Norreys, of Speke, 2nd son of Sir 
Norreys ; 0b. vitd pat. March, 1644. 








Chester, 9b. s. p., in London. 19th Sept., 1655. (2) John Edwards, of mee, co. Denb.; born 20th Aug,, 1619; died Aug., 1673. 
j1 ,2 sal | 
y Powell, born Catherine, 0b, s. p.; buried Frances, married at Chester,= Thomas Rossendale,of Wrexham ; Elizabeth, buried at § Anne. 
; died before at Wrexham, 4th Jan., 23rd May, 1667 ; buried at buried there, 19th Jan., 1694. Gresford, 8th July, 
1642. 1744. Wrexham, 25th April, 1683. 1663, s. p. 
ll, bapt. 9th Elizabeth, bapt. at Gresford,=-Thomas Eyton, of Trimley Margaret, bapt. at Gresford, Margaret, bapt. at Gresford, 9th April, 1662 ; 
at Gresford, 15th Jul aly, 1657 ; buried Hall, Uwch y Mynydd, 27th April, 1667 ; buried died unmarried ; buried at Gresford, 4th 
there, 28th April, 1705. co. Flint. there same year. Nov., 1695. ; 





sidaaad Powell, bapt. at Gresford, 18th July, Worsley Powell, py at Winitred, born 29th June ; bapt.==Edward Lloyd of Liwyn 
1682. ob. s. p. [died between Sept., 1706,  Gresford, llth O at Gresford, 9th July, 1686 ; 
and Sept., i707. —E. P.]; living lth Feb., 1684; buried there, ¢ 6th buried there, llth Dec., 1710. 
170§. April, 1685. Heiress of Horsley. 











| 
Ann, married at Ruabon,==Rev. Wm. Jones, Catherine. 


Bridget. 


Maen family, apparently 
oyd, senior, of Llwyn y 
Maen ; buried at Gresford, "4th June, 1744. 


brother of Richard 1 


1 “ Richard Lloyd, of Liwyn y Maen, Gent., and 

















80th Aug., 1719, 2nd | then Curate of 5 Mrs. Eliz’th Lloyd, of Oswestrye, were ‘married by 
wife. Erbistock. Licence” at Gresford, 17th July, 1726. 
Mary King, of Marylebo: "Middl married iene Roberts M already==Thomas Whilton, of Siete > Lloyd 
_ g rylebone, esex : ee Ns ary, ar. as , 
at Wrexham, 45th June, 1771. marzied, 12th | Gent.; | 
May, 1772. died before 22nd. 
May, 1776. 
j | 
Owen Roberts, of Wem, Salop, sur- Mary Eliza, only dau., about 20 years old on Richard Lloyd, of Osbaston, Salop (1772), after- 
rendered at Merford Court Ree Qnd Jan. ., 1795, surrendered at Merford wards of porn name his sixth of 
held 25th Feb., 1813, his sixth H at Court of Merford, held 11th 


Court Baron, held 25th Feb., 1818, her 
sixth of Horsley, to Rev. her 
Parkins, as Trustee of will of John Hughes, 
of Horsley. 


of Horsley, to Rev. Christopher 
Parkins, as Trustee of John 
Hughes, of Horsley. 


3 Rig lea woolen Spey ohn 

mts.; and on 25th Feb., 1813, 
ee Di vesiie an.08 2. page ng fed 
ocadared tie hall half of said sixth to Rev. Chris 
topher Parkins as trustee of will of John 
Hughes, of Horaley. 
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20 Aug. 1671. John fillus [so !] John Merddyth de Allington, 
bapt. 

13 Mch., 1671-2. Elisabeth the wife of John Mreddith of 
Alington, bapt. 

22 Feb., 1574-5. Charles the sonne of John Meredith of 
Alington, bapt. 

— Mrs. Merydith of Alington, bur’d. 

15 Aug., 1676, Dorothea, the daughter of John Meredith de 
Allington, bapt. 

30 Sept., 1677. Charles fi]. J’n Meredith de Allington, bapt. 

21 Apl., 1680. Thomas fil. John Meredith de Allington, bapt. 


One of these two John Merediths is called in the 
rate books “John Meredith, senior,” and the other 
“John Meredith, junior.” Ata date somewhat later, 
a John Meredith was tenant of a holding in Burton, 
probably of that called ‘‘ The Broad Oak.” 

I may as well here say that lorwerth Fychan ap 
Iorwerth ap Madoc, the ancestor of the Merediths of 
Trefalyn, was living in 1347. He was the great-grand- 
father of Rawlyn ap Meredith ap David ap lorwerth 
Fychan, who was the father of the first John Meredith 
of Allington. 


Horstry HALL. 


The last owner of Horsley Hall, or “ Plas yn Horsli,” 
of the old Horsley stock, was Ieuan ap David ap Madog 
ap David Hén, of Burton (claiming to be derived from 
Sanddef Hardd). His daughter and heiress married 
Ieuan Llwyd ap Gruffydd ap David Fychan, who traced 
his descent to Einion ap Ithel. Of this marriage were 
two daughters, one of whom, Margaret, married Howel" 
ap David ap Gruffydd Fychan, of Talwrn, in Burton, 
carrying Horsley Hall to her husband. Howel ap 
David was himself directly descended from David 
Hén ap Goronwy, of Burton, and his children assumed 
the name of Powell. Howel ap David heads the 

1 In 1574, Sampson Erdeswicke (see Harleian MSS. 473, British 
Museum) saw in one of the windows in the north aisle of Gresford 
Church, the names of “ Héell ap Dauid and Margaret his wife, 
1501.” I am indebted to the Rev. E. A. Fishbourne, Vicar of 
Gresford, for this reference. 
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annexed abbreviated pedigree: the early part whereof 
has been almost entirely compiled from the records 
printed by Ellison Powell, Esq., in his wonderful 
“ Pedigree of the Powells of Horsley, co. Denbigh, and 
their descendants.” For the latter part of the pedigree 
the parish registers of Gresford, Wrexham, and 
Oswestry, and the Court Records of the manor of 
Marford are available. The genealogical Table which I 
give is purposely condensed, so as to show those 
descendants only of the elder branch who were con- 
nected, and the districts directly adjoining. 

In Norden’s Survey of Bromfield and Yale(a.v. 1620), 
Mr. Thomas Powell’s estate is minutely described. 
Besides his mansion house called ‘“ Horsley,” in Alling- 
ton, he had other messuages and lands in the same town- 
ship, containing 64 customary acres, other messuages and 
lands in Burton, containing 47 customary acres, one of 
these messuages being “domi per patuli querci, An- 
glicé, ”*‘ the house by the broad Oake,” and 104 acres of 
land in Gresford, all free, containing 1214 (customary, or 
about 257 statute,) acres. His son, ‘Thomas Powell, jun., 
afterwards the first baronet, had also some lands in 
Allington, and there were also various leasehold lands 
within the manor, held by Mr. Powell. Attached to 
Horsley was the dovecote croft and the horse pasture, 
“ horse pasture” being the more usual modern English 
form of “horse ley.” Almost all the other fields on the 
estate bore English names. Mr. George Powell, a 
younger brother of Mr. Thomas Powell, senior, had at 
the same time (1620), a capital messuage and other 
messuages and lands in Burton, containing 51 (customary, 
or nearly 108 statute) acres. The Burton property 
probably represented the patrimony of Howel ap David, 
belonging to him apart from the Horsley estate, which 
he obtained with his wife. 

Sir Thomas Powell, the first baronet, is claimed as a 
staunch Royalist, and this claim is certainly just, for 
although I cannot. find that he “ compounded” for 
Horsley or other property in county Denbigh, yet his 
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estate in the hundred of Wirrall (Cheshire) was un- 
doubtedly “‘ sequestered.” Depositions were sent up to 
the committee for compounding, to show that. Ralph 
Poole, parson of Bebbington, county Chester, “ left the 
pulpit one Sunday in May, 1643, and went with Sir 
Thos. Powell and others to the waterside to resist the 
landing from Liverpool of Col. Moore with the Par- 
liament forces, and that he joined with Prince Rupert 
when he had taken Liverpool.” But Sir Thomas seems 
to have died before the committee could deal with his 
estates. And although his grandson, the second Sir 
Thomas Powell, Bart., was actually sheriff of Den- 
bighshire during the Protectorate (in 1657), Margaret 
Powell, his mother and guardian, on 7th July, 1648, 
petitioned to “compound,” and Sir Thomas himself, as 
soon as he came of age, took part in the premature 
Royalist rising which Lambert crushed out at Win- 
nington Bridge, and was there taken prisoner. 

Mr. Alfred Ashworth has called my attention to a 
reference in King’s Vale Royal of England (1656, p. 121) 
to Thomas Powell, of Horsley, which is worth while 
transcribing. Speaking of Birkenhead Priory, he speaks 
of it as “now a very good demean and which has come 
(by descent from the Worsleys men of great Posses- 
sions) now to a Gentleman of much worth Thomas 
Powell Esquire the heir of the ancient seat of Horsley 
in the County of Flint,’ and one of whom our County 
may gladly receive, to be added to the number of those 
that deserve better commendation than I am fit to 
give them; though unto him I am particularly bound 
to extend my wits to a higher reach, then here I will 
make tryall of.” 

This passage must refer to him who became after- 
wards the second baronet, and must therefore have 
been written in or before 1647, when the first baronet 
died. 


1 Horsley Hall is directly adjacent to, although not actually in, 
the main portion of Marford and Hoseley, in Flintshire. Horsley 
Hall itself in in Denbighshire. 
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It will be seen from the Powell pedigree how the 
Horsley estate came into the possession, by purchase, 
of John Hughes, Esq., of Pwll yr uwd (now Spring 
Lodge), Wrexham. He died at Little Acton, 10th 
March, 1810, aged 65. His father was perhaps the 
“old John Hughes of Pwllrude, farmer,” who was 
buried at Wrexham, 8th August, 1775. And his son, 
Francis James Hughes, M.D., of Little Acton, the 
owner of Horsley Hall, who died 29th October, 1856, 
aged 68, married Mary Elizabeth, widow of Thomas 
Murhall Griffith, Esq., of Holt Street House, Wrex- 
ham, who survived him, and died 4th January, 1866, 
aged 81 years. Dr. Hughes was a man respected, 
liked, and beloved; and deservedly so, as I am told. 
For many years he was chairman of the Wrexham 
bench of magistrates, and occupied a good position in 
the society of the district. Some time ago,’ I was 
compelled to expose the unhistorical character of one 
of Miss Angharad Llwyd’s memoranda, and I feel now 
bound to examine closely another memorandum of hers, 
especially as these her notes will certainly one day be 
printed, and taken throughout for gospel. Miss 
Angharad Llwyd, after having been at Dr. Hughes’ 
house, and copied the pedigree of Santhey of Burton, 
in his possession, meanly and malignantly attached to 
it, in 1823 or 1824, the following note: “This is a 
copy of the pedigree now in the possession of Dr. 
Hughes (M.D.), natural son of a Mr. Hughes the son 
of a Gardener at Sonlli where a Major Bell lived, the 
owner of Horseley estate who died about fifty years 
ago leaving all his property to the above-named Gar- 
dener’s son whom he took into the house to read to 
him.” This cryptic and unpunctuated sentence (there 
is but one comma in the whole) is capable of more 
than one interpretation, and the more obvious one is 
probably not that one which was intended. What was 
meant, perhaps, may be put thus: Major Bell of Sonlli 


1 In my account of The Broughtons of Murchwiel, printed in Y 
Cymmyrodor, vol. xiv, 1901. 
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used to employ John Hughes (afterwards owner of 
Horsely), the son of his gardener, to read to him, and 
left this gardener’s son all his property on his own death, 
about the year 1773. Supposing this story to be 
partly true, the estate left to Mr. John Hughes did 
not include Horsley, which Mr. Hughes himself pur- 
chased, and Major Bell never owned. Further, it is to 
be remembered that Major John Bell was buried at 
Wrexham, 5th May, 1781, and is then described as of 
Wrexham Fechan. He occupied, in fact, as tenant, in 

780 (where he lived before I do not know), the houses 
of the Joneses, of Wrexham Fechan, who were part- 
owners of Horsley, and after Major Bell’s death a “* Mr. 
Hughes” was rated for this house. Out of these facts, 
distorted a great deal, Miss Angharad Llwyd’s state- 
ments had evidently their origin. But what truth 
remains in those statements ? 

Mrs, Hughes, the widow of Dr. Francis James 
Hughes, sold Horsley (Mr. Chancellor ‘lrevor Parkins 
tells me) to Messrs. Charles Townshend (see Townshend 
pedigree, before) and Frederick Potts (the youngest son 
of Mr. Henry Potts, of Chester and Glanyrafon). These 
made some arrangement with each other, by virtue of 
which two fields, belonging to Horsley, were exchanged 
with the Strode trustees for lands near Gladwyn, 
Gresford, which became the property of Mr. Charles 
Townshend, while Horsley Hall became vested in Mr. 
Potts, who lived there until his death on 5th June, 
1898, aged 78. His son sold the property to Mr. 
Alfred Ashworth, who for some time has lived there. 
The late Mr. Frederick Potts pulled down the greater 
part of the old hall, which was moated, and rebuilt it, 
destroying a groined crypt in order to alter the 
entrance to the new hall. 

Almer farmhouse represents an old mansion which 
gave its name to a rather famous Welsh family—the 
Almers of Almer. John ap Ieuan of Almer first took 
this surname. He, | suppose, was the John Almer 


(not Aylmer) who, I find declared as the Attorney of 
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the lord King for Bromfield and Yale, in the 21st 
year of Henry VII and the 10th year of Henry VIII: 
unless indeed two John Almers, son succeeding father 
in the same office, be thus indicated. John Almer, 
junior, had two sons—John Almer of Almer, and 
Edward Almer, the ancestor of the Almers of Pant 
Iocyn. As to the last-named, I have here little to 
say. He is discussed elsewhere.’ But his elder brother, 
John Almer the third, had no sons, only daughters, 
and one of his two daughters, Margaret, married 
Edward Puleston, a son of Sir Edward Puleston, of 
Emral, so founding the family of Puleston of Alling- 
ton.?. The son of Edward and Margaret Puleston,* 
also Edward Puleston, of Allington, married Winifred, 


1 See History of the Country Townships of the Old Parish of 
Wrexham, pp. 174 and 175. But I may add that there is in the 
Mostyn Collection a eulogy (awdl foliant) of Edward Almer, of 
Pant Iocyn, Esq., dated 1570, by William Cynwal. It is also to be 
said that Sampson Erdeswicke, in 1574, saw in one of the windows 
of the north aisle of Gresford church the names of “S’r John 
Allmer and Katherine his Wife,” with their coat-armour, which 
shows Katherine to have been an Egerton (Catherine, daughter of 
Philip Egerton, of Egerton Malpas). He also saw in the church 
what appears to have been the funeral achievement of “ Sir Edward 
Almer, esquier”’ (British Museum Harleian MS., 473). 1 owe my 
knowledge of Erdeswicke’s visit to the Rev. E. A. Fishbourne, 
vicar of Gresford. 

2 This Edward Puleston died 16th December, 1574, and Mar- 
garet, his widow, 7th March, 159}. 

8 H. R. Hughes, Esq., of Kinmel Park, tells me that the Edward 
Puleston, of Allington, who died 16th December, 1574, had by 
Margaret Almer, his wife, the afternamed children :— 

1. Edward =(1) Winifred, da’r of John Trevor, of Allington (see 
before). 

= (2) Katherine, da’r of John Saunders, of Abenbury (see 
History of the Country Townships of the Old Parish of 
Wrexham, p. 138. 

2. John, clerk in holy orders. 

8. William (died 24th December, 1628) = Mary, daughter of Ralph 
Rokesby. 

4. Roger = Mary, da’r of Henry Askew, of Blifford, co. Lincoln. 
5. Thomas. 

6. Dorothy = John Jones, of Abenbury (see History of the Country 
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daughter of John Trevor, Esq., of Trefalyn Hall, by 
Mary (Bridges) his wife. This second Edward Pule- 
ston’s son was again Edward Puleston, of Allington. 
He was dead before 1620, and his widow, Anne, was 
then become the wife of Robert Santhey, of Honckley 
in Burton. He left one daughter, Margaret, who 
became, subsequently, the wife of John Powell, Esq., 
son and heir of Sir Thomas Powell, of Horsley, first 
baronet (see Powell of Horsley pedigree, before). Now, 
I have sometimes thought that the estate of the 
Pulestons, of Almer, was none other than that of 
Almer. Let us see what is said of the Puleston pro- 
perty in Allington by John Norden, in 1620. Robert 
Santhey held freely a capital messuage in Allington, 
with barns, stables, dovecote, orchards, gardens, etc., and 
over 190 statute acres of land in the right of Anne 
his wife, granted to her as jointure, for the term of 
her life, by Edward Puleston, deceased, her former 
husband, which premises were. to descend, after the 
death of the before-named Anne, to Margaret Puleston, 
daughter and heir of the said Edward. This Margaret 
Puleston held also freely in her own right a messuage 
in Allington, with 120 “ancient acres” (nearly 254 
statute acres) belonging to it. The whole estate thus 
contained 444 acres. Now, most of the other large 
estates in Allington can be identified, and if the 
property of the Pulestons in Allington was not Almer, 
what room could there be for it in the township ? 
Moreover, supposing that property to be Almer, we can 
then understand how it came to Margaret Puleston in 
1620 by direct descent from her great-great-grand- 
father, John Almer. On the other hand, it has to be 
considered that the bailiwick of Almer—or, at any rate, 
of Cobham Almer—although in the township of Alling- 


Townships of the Old Parish of Wrexham, Liwyn on Pedigree, 
sheet 1, p. 136. 

7. Ermine (buried at Gresford 16th November, 1634) =John 
Meredith, of Trefalyn. 
8, Alice= Thomas Yardley, of Farndon, 
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ton, was not in the manor of Burton. Perhaps the 
lands inherited by Margaret Puleston were partly in 
the bailiwick and partly in the manor just named (see 
my remarks at the beginning of this chapter). 

Mr. Chancellor Trevor Parkins agrees with my con- 
jecture that the house of the Pulestons of Allington 
was Almer. Margaret Puleston, the last heiress, mar- 
ried, as I have said above, John Powell, son and heir 
of the first Sir Thomas Powell, Bart., of Horsley. 
The second Sir Thomas Powell was rated for a con- 
siderable property, the greater part of which was 
subsequently transferred to Sir Richard Grosvenor, and 
has since belonged to the Grosvenor estate. This 
transfer must have taken place about the year 1715 or 
1716. At any rate, in the Allington rate-books we 
get, as the Chancellor pointed out to me, the following 
assessments :— 


1715. £ 8. d. 
Sir Richard Grosvenor, bart. . 550) Seer 
Mr. loyd’s heirs for Horsley Demesne . 014 7 
And for the Meadow Grounds ; 3 2 6 

1716. 
Sir Richard Grosvenor, bart. . ‘ 2-1@: Fg 
And for the meadow grounds . ~ 288 
Mr. Lloyd’s heirs for Horsley Demesne » O27 


But this may show only that the extensive meadow 
grounds in the northern part of the township now 
belonging to the Grosvenor, or Eaton Hall, estate, must 
have been transferred, about 1716, from the heirs of 
Horsley Hall, but does not show that Almer House was 
at that time transferred. In the two years above noted, 
Thomas Pate was at that time separately rated (at 
21s. 4d.) for Almer, almost certainly as tenant, the 
name of the landlord not being given. However, Almer 
does in fact now belong to the Grosvenor (Westminster) 
estate. So that I believe Almer passed from the 
Almers, first to the Pulestons, then to the Powells, 
and, finally, to the Grosvenors of Eaton. 





(To be continued.) 
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AT SEVEN SISTERS, NEAR NEATH, 
GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


By J. ROMILLY ALLEN, F.S.A. 


Tue objects dealt with in the following paper have 
been drawn by Mr. Worthington G. Smith, and at the 
request of Dr. W. Bickerton Edwards, I have written 
the descriptions. The facts relating to the find have 
been kindly supplied by Mr. John Ward, F.S.A. 

The fine series of bronzes described below were 
found about thirty years ago, near Seven Sisters, in the 
valley of the Dulais, a tributary of the Neath, from 
which it is separated by the high ground of Hir Fynydd, 
along which the well-known Roman Road, the Sarn 
Helen, runs. The Dulais side of Hir Fynydd is gouged 
out, here and there, by mountain streams, which, after 
a precipitous course, fall into the river. 

The bronzes were found scattered about in the bed 
of one of these streams, about three-quarters of a mile 
from Seven Sisters, after a severe storm. The rush of 
water washed away part of the north bank, and it is 
evident that the bronzes had been buried in the soil 
thus removed. Some children, while at play, found 
them in the stream and took them to their home, a 
small farm near. It is very doubtful whether all were 
recovered, when we consider the strength of the cur- 
rent ; some may have been buried in the shingle of the 
bed, and others washed into the Dulais. As the objects 
were treated as playthings of the children at the farm 
for many years, it is quite possible that some of them 
may have been lost. The find does not appear to have 
attracted any attention until 1902, when Dr. W. 
Bickerton Edwards, of Seven Sisters, while inquiring 
of some of the old inhabitants of the Dulais valley 
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whether any antiquities had been discovered in the 
neighbourhood, was told that some objects in metal 
had been turned up by one of the streams in the locally- 
memorable flood in 1875. Thinking that some of these 
might still be in existence, Dr. Edwards called at the 
farm, and .found that, though thrown about, most of 
them were there. The occupier of the farm gave him 
six of the objects, which he recognised as of archzo- 
logical interest, and forwarded them to the Welsh 
Museum of Natural History, Arts and Antiquities, 





Fig. 1.—One of a Pair of Bronze Enamelled Harness-Rings found at 
Seven Sisters. Scale, } linear. 


Cardiff, for examination. Mr. Ward, the Director 
of the Museum, confirmed the Doctor’s surmise, point- 
ing out that the find was of Late-Celtic age, and 
evidently of great importance; and he urged him 
to secure all the fragments and have them described 
by some competent pen. At the end of last year 
(1904), the Doctor was fortunate enough to acquire 
the remaining objects; and feeling that they should, 
not remain in private hands, also that they should not 
leave Wales, he placed them in the custody of the 
committee of the above museum, with the proviso that 
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they should be transferred to a Welsh National Museum, 
wherever and whenever such an institution should be 
established. 

The place where the bank was washed away is a 
small and comparatively horizontal field, surrounded by 
sloping rough ground and brushwood—a suitable spot 
for a house. Some years ago, a trial shaft for coal was 
4 sunk in the middle of this field, but to no great depth. 
: It is said that in sinking it rough pottery was found, 
which tends to strengthen the idea of ancient human 
occupation. 

Having now given all the particulars which are 
known with regard to the find, we will proceed to 
describe each object separately. 

Fig. 1.—This shows one of a pair of bronze harness- 
rings. The upper part of the ring is round in cross- 
section, and gets thinner towards the top. The lower 
part, between the two projecting flanges, is nearly 
rectangular in cross-section. The round part of the 
ring is ornamented with three projecting enamelled 
bosses of conical shape. The colours of the enamel 
appear to be red and white. The design on the bosses 
is the same as that on a harness-ring from Saham 
Toney,’ Norfolk. 

Finds of Late-Celtic horse-trappings have, in nearly 
all cases, been identified by means of the bridle-bits 
which occur with them, the shape of the ancient bridle- 
bit being exactly like the modern one. Ifthis were not 
so, there would really be no clue to the use of the rings 
and other fittings, which differ very materially in form 
from those used in the saddlery of the present time. 
We therefore assume that rings, like the one repre- 
sented on Fig. 1, are harness-rings, because they have 
been found in so many cases associated with bridle-bits. 
The largest collections of these rings, obtained from 
Stanwick,”? in Yorkshire, Polden Hill,*® in Somersetshire, 


1 Norfolk Archeology, vol. ii, p. 398. 
2 Memoirs of York Meeting of Archeological Institute in 1846, 
p. 37. 8 Archeologia, vol. xiv, p. 90. 
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i and Westhall,' in Suffolk, are now in the British 
Museum. In two cases such rings have been found 

with Anglo-Saxon burials, namely, at Chesell Down,’ 
in the Isle of Wight, and at Stowting,>in Kent. 
| Another ring of the same class from Kirby Thore,‘ in 
Yorkshire, has been made into a brooch by the addition 


of a pin. 








Fig. 2. Bronze enamelled Harness-Ring found at Seven Sisters. 
Scale, + linear. 


At a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of 
London, on February 25th, 1904, Mr. C. H. Read, 
F.S.A., of the British Museum, exhibited an enamelled 


1 Archeologia, vol. xxxvi, p. 454. 
2 G. Hillier’s History and Antiquities of the Isle of Wight. 
3 Archeologia, vol. xli, p. 411. 4 Ibid., vol. xxxi, p. 279. 
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Bronze Harness-RinG FROM ALFRISTON, SUSSEX, 
NOW IN THE British Museum. 


Scale } linear. 
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ENAMELLED BronzE Harness-RinG FROM WESTHALL, SUFFOLK, 
NOW IN THE British Museum. 


Scale + linear. 
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ring of the type we are now considering, which was 
found in the Faydm! in Egypt, and a British specimen 
from Bapchild, in Kent, for comparison.. Mr Read says, 
with regard to the rings: “ Their use has always been 
problematical, though they are found in considerable 
numbers with hoards of horse-bits and similar gear. 
I notice that they very frequently occur in pairs, and 
as horse-bits also are found in pairs, I think the fact 
bears out my argument as to their use: which is, that 
they were the rings through which the reins passed, 
and that then, as now, they were fixed to the horse’s 
collar.” 

There are two varieties of these rings as regards the 
shape of main part of the ring, and also two varieties 
as regards the small part between the flanges. Thus, 
there is one kind, like that shown on Fig. 1, with a 
ring of round cross-section, studded with projecting 
knobs, and another kind with a flat, crescent-shaped 
exterior to the ring, like the one from Bapchild, just 
referred to. These are really only differences in the 
decorative part of the ring, but the varieties in the 
shape of the part between the flanges affects its 
use. The lower part of the ring shown on Fig. 1 is 
evidently made rectangular in section, so as to prevent 
its turning round when once fixed at right angles 
to the horse’s collar. There is, however, another 
kind of ring in which the part between the flanges is 
made thin and saddle-shaped, apparently to enable the 
ring to slide along a strap ; or, if fixed at one point, to 
have a certain amount of freedom of motion backwards 
and forwards. A fine ring of this class from Westhall, 
Suffolk, is illustrated on the plate opposite p. 130. 
In this class of ring the projecting flanges, instead of 
being at right angles to the ring, are placed diagonally, 
sloping towards each other. The differences pointed 
out show that the two kinds of rings cannot have been 
used in the same way. 

Figs. 2 and 3.—The ring (broken into three pieces) 

1 Proce. Soc. Ant., Lond., 2nd Ser., vol. xx, p. 25. 
9? 
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Fig. 3.—Portion of Bronze Enamelled Harness-Riug found at Seven Sisters. 
Scale, } linear. 


























Fig. 4.—Bronze Enamelled Harness-Mounting found at Seven Sisters. 
le, } linear. 























AT SEVEN SISTERS, NEAR NEATH. 133 





and the upper half of another ring here shown, when 
complete must have been of the same shape, and pro- 
bably together formed a pair, although the ornamental 
portions are different. The rings are flat at the back 
and rounded in front, 7.¢.., the cross-section is nearly 
semi-circular. The ring shown on Fig. 2 has traces of 
enamel in the holes, but in the case of the other ring 
(Fig. 3), the enamel is entirely gone. 

The peculiarity ot these rings is that they each have 
an eye at the top, for suspension or attachment to 
something. The lower half of the ring is open in each 
case, which would allow a strap of the harness to pass 
freely through it. The fact that the backs of the 
rings are flat seems to show that they were intended 
for ornamental pendants rather than to serve any 
practical purpose. Similar objects have been found at 
Saham Toney,’ in Norfolk, and Stanwick,’ in Yorkshire. 
It is possible that these objects may be portions of 
bridle-bits, as the terminal rings of the Late-Celtic 
bridle-bits from Rise,’ near Hull, now in the British 
Museum, and from Stanwick,‘ Yorkshire, in the Aln- 
wick Museum, are exactly of the same shape, but I do 
not know whether they are flat at the back or not. 


Fig. 4.—The object here shown is of cast bronze, 
enamelled. Only traces of the enamel now remain. 
At the back are two rectangular loops, apparently for 
a strap to pass through. An ornamental harness 
mounting, with similar loops at the back, have been 
found at Saham Toney,’ Norfolk, and at Polden Hill,° 


Somersetshire. There is another in the British Museum’ 


1 Norfolk Archeology, vol. ii, p. 398. 

2 Memoirs of the York Meeting of the Archeological Institute in 
1846, p. 6. 

3 J. R. Allen’s Celtic Art, p. 150. 

* Dr. J. C. Bruce’s Catalogue of Alnwick Museum, p. 88. 

° Norfolk Archeology, vol. ii, p. 398. 

® Kemble’s Hore Ferales, pl. 19, fig. 3. 
7 J. R. Allen’s Celtic Art, p. 136. 
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from an unknown locality, and one in the Uffizi’ 
Museum at Florence. Some of these are cruciform, 
and others in the shape of a sort of rosette. 


Figs. 5 and 6.—The two objects represented are of 











Fig. 5.—Bronze Object decorated with bright Red Enamel, found at* 
Seven Sisters. Scale, 4 linear. 








Fig. 6.—Bronze Object decorated with bright Red Enamel, found at 
Seven Sisters. Scale, 4 linear. 


the same shape: something between that of a V and an 
U. The narrow part is of triangular cross-section, 
ridged in front and flat at the back. The two flattened 
and expanded ends are decorated with bright red 


1 Kemble’s Hore Ferales, pl. 19, fig. 5. 






























Fig. 7.—Hook and Ring of Bronze plated with Silver, found at 
Seven Sisters. Scale, + linear. 
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Fig. 8.—Object of Bronze plated with Silver, found at Seven Sisters. 
Scale, ? linear. 
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enamel, which is in perfect condition. At the back 
of the object shown on Fig. 5 is a rectangular loop for 






















Fig. 9.—Ornamental Bronze Object of Triangular Shape, found at 
Seven Sisters. Scale, ? linear. 











Fig. 10.—Arched Object of Bronze, found at Seven Sisters, Scale, ? linear. 


passing a strap through. Perhaps this indicates that 
it was a harness mounting, but I know of nothing 
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similar amongst the finds of horse-trappings else- 
where. 


Figs. 7 and 8.—These objects are of bronze, with 
ornamental designs in plated silver. One is a hook, 
with a ring hanging from it, and the other a flat oval 
plate, with a loop at the top, and two horn-like pro- 
jections, terminating in acorns, at the bottom. It is 
not easy to conjecture the use of either. 


Fig. 9.—The bronze object shown is of triangular 
shape, and a very highly-finished piece of ornamental 
perforated metal-work. The back is flat, but the portions 
at the three points of the triangle are recessed. At- 
tached to two of the sides of the triangle are loops for 
fastening to straps, the third being missing. The use 
of the object is evidently to unite three straps meeting 
in a point. It is probably part of the harness of a 
horse. I have not come across anything similar else- 
where, except the circular ring with three attachments 
for straps, found in the River Nore in Ireland, and now 
in the Museum of the Royal Irish Academy’ in Dublin, 


Figs. 10 to 15.—The six objects—or fragments of 
objects—shown are all of the same arched shape-like 
handle, and there are rivet-holes in the ends of each 
for fastening them to a flat surface. The one shown 
on Fig. 13 has traces of rusty iron on the unornamen- 
ted side, as if the thin repoussé bronze had an iron 
back to strengthen it. I am ata loss to suggest any 
probable use for these objects. 


Fig. 16.—This appears to be a bronze strap orna- 
ment. There were originally four little rivets on the 
front ; two remain, and the positions of the others are 
marked by the rivet-holes. The two ends have crescent- 
shaped terminations. At the back is a rectangular 
loop for a strap to pass through. 


Fig. 17.—The ornamental part of this consists of a 
pair of horns with knobbed terminations, resting on a 


1 Sir W. Wilde’s Catalogue, p. 612. 
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sort of rosette, at the back of which is a rectangular 
loop for a strap or bar to pass through. Horns, with 
knobbed terminations, occur on Romano-British iron 
firedogs. 

Fig. 18.—This bronze object appears to be a buckle 
of some kind; the holes for the pin of the hinge in the 
two projections at the bottom have been omitted in the 
drawing. 

Fig. 19.—A bronze ring. 


Fig. 20.—Two small bronze bells, one round and the 
other square. 

Fig. 21.—A bronze object, shaped like the bottom 
of an anchor. 


Fig. 22.—Portion of a moulded and turned object of 
thin bronze, with ornament round the top. 


Fig. 23.—A small bronze weight, shaped like a 
cheese or curling-stone. On the top is the Roman 
numeral I. 


Fig. 24.—A small bronze chisel. 


Fig. 25.—A bronze finial, shaped something like the 
umbo of a shield. It has three rivet-holes for fixing it 
on to something. 


Fig. 26—Disc of thin bronze, with repoussé mould- 
ings and punched ornament. 


Fig. 27.—Two conical bronze objects, with holes 
through them. Mr. Ward suggests that these are 
“jets "—that is, casts of the funnel-shaped apertures 
through which the molten metal was introduced into 
the mould. 


Fig. 28.—Thin plates of bronze, bent and folded 
together. 


Fig. 29.—Rectangular bronze ingot, showing chisel 
marks. It has been cut across, and shows a bright 
yellow colour, like that of an Australian sovereign. 


Fig. 30.—Lump of bronze of irregular shape. 






































AT SEVEN SISTERS, NEAR NEATH. 








Fig. 11.—Arched Object of Bronze, found at Seven Sisters. Scale, ? linear. 
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Fig. 12.—Arched Object of Bronze, found at Seven Sisters. Scale, $ linear. 
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Fig. 13.—Arched Object of Bronze, found at Seven Sisters. Scale, # linear. 
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Fig. 14.—Part of Arched Object of Bronze, Fig. 16.—Bronze Ornament for Strap, 
found at Seven Sisters. found at Seven Sisters. 
Scale, + linear. Scale, + linear. 
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Fig. 15.—Arched Object of Bronze, found at Seven Sisters. 
Scale, + linear. 
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Fig 17.—Bronze Horned Strap Ornament, found at Seven Sisters. 
Scale, } linear. 





Fig. 18..—Bronze Buckle, found at Seven Sisters. Scale, } linear. 
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Fig. 19.—Bronze Ring, found at Seven Sisters. Scale, } linear. 
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Fig. 20.—Two Small Bronze Bells, found at Seven Sisters. Scale, } linear. 











Fig. 21.—Bronze Object, found at Seven Sisters. Scale, } linear. 
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Fig. 22.—Hollow Turned Object of Bronze, found at Seven Sisters. 
- le, ? linear. 
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Fig. 27.—Bronze Objects, found at Seven Sisters. Scale, } linear. 
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Fig. 28.—Thin Plates of folded Bronze, found at Seven Sisters. Scale, } linear. 
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OLD STAINED GLASS IN ST. BEUNO’S 
CHURCH, PENMORVA. 


By CHARLES E. BREESE, Esa. 


In looking over some back numbers of the Archeologia 
Cambrensis, I was attracted by a contribution—in the 
Journal for July, 1876—written by Archdeacon D. R. 
Thomas, entitled “‘ A Day at Dolwyddelan.” 

Archdeacon Thomas refers in his article to some 
fragments of beautiful old glass in the east window of 
Dolwyddelan Church, and quotes the authority of Sir 
John Wynn, in his History of the Gwydir Family, in 
support of the statement: “that this was the first 
stained-glass window in the Principality.” In the 
| same article appears the description of a portrait brass 
on the splay of the north window, representing Meredith 
ap Ievan ap Robert (of Gessel Gyfarch in Eivioneth, 
| and Gwydir in Nant Conwy), in a kneeling posture,-with 
the legend beneath 





“Orate pro aiabus Meredith ap Ivan ap Robt. Armigeri et 
Alicie . . . uxore Qui obierunt xvim° die Marcii anno d’mi 
M°v°xxv° Quorum animabus propicietur Deus . Amen.” 


Sir John Wynn, in his History of the Gwydir Family, 
states that Meredith ap Ivan ap Robert “ new-built 
the Church of Dolwyddelan ;” and adds, “ It should 
seeme, by the glass window there, that it was built in 
anno 1512; but whether it was in that yeare glazed 
(which might be done long after the building of the 
Church), I am uncertaine.” 

During the visit of the Cambrian Archeological 
Association to Portmadoc in August, 1903, the atten- 
tion of members was drawn to some fragments of old 
stained glass in the western window of Penmorva 
Church ; but, owing to considerations of time, only a 

10? 
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very superficial examination of these interesting features 
was possible. 

It may interest your readers to note the following 
extract from a letter written by the late Mr. W. W. E. 
Wynne, of Peniarth, to my late father, respecting these 
fragments, namely :— 

“Tn the south part of the east window of Penmorfa Church, 
were formerly ‘the pictures’ of Meredith ap Ievan ap Robert, 
and Margaret Maurice, his third wife, with the following in- 
scription beneath, viz. : 

“*QOrate pro Meredy’t ap Evan ap Robert et Margerta verch 
Maurice, uxor ejus, qui hanc fenestram fecerunt.’ 

“He was father of John Wynn ap Meredith and great- 
grandfather to Sir John Wynn of Gwydir, and he died in 1525, 
and was buried at Dolwyddelan. His wife, Margaret, was a 
daughter of Maurice ap John ap Meredith, the great-grand- 
father of Sir William Maurice of Clenenney. 

“ A fragment of this window is now (1870) in the west window 
of Penmorva Church, to which not long since it (this fragment) 
was removed.” 


Mr. Wynne, in a further letter written in 1870, 
refers to a stone inscribed with the date ‘‘ 1322,” which, 
he remarks, “ tradition assigned as. the burial-place of 
former owner of Rhiwaedog;” and he says that he 
himself had, years before, seen the stone, which was then 
at the eastern end of the church. 

It is matter of significant interest that the stained 
glass in both the churches of Penmorva and Dol- 
wyddelan commemorated the same individual, Meredith 
ap Ivan ap Robert. 

Tne date of the glass can be fairly accurately ascer- 
tained, as we know that Meredith died in 1525 at the 
age of about sixty-five ( Vide Sir J. Wynn’s History 
of the Gwydir Family). Alice, mentioned in the Dol- 
wyddelan inscription, was Meredith's first wife ; his 
second wife was Gwenhwyfar, whilst Margaret, men- 
tioned in the Penmorva inscription, was his third wife. 
Meredith, according to Sir John Wynn, was about 
twenty-four years of age when he removed his dwelling 
from Eifionydd to take up his residence at Gwydir, 
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which was then in course of erection upon the property 
he had acquired by purchase in Nant Conwy. It is 
therefore safe to assert that neither of these glasses was 
erected prior to 1484; and it is clear, from the wording 
of the Penmorva inscription, that the glass there was 
erected during the period of Meredith’s actual union 
with his wife Margaret. When we remark that Mere- 
dith had by his first wife ten children, and two by his 
second wife. we may assume that by the date ot his 
alliance with Margaret, his thiid wife, he must have 
been approaching his fortieth year. The Penmorva 
glass can, therefore, be assigned to a date not earlier 
than 1500; whilst from what we are told by Sir John 
Wynn, both in the letterpress as well as in the Pedigree 
‘Table of his History, of Meredith having had a fourth 
and a fifth wife, with offspring by both, we may place 
the date of its erection between 1500 and 1510. 

The age of these stained fragments of glass is of 
importance, not only in relation to the introduction of 
stained glass generally as an embellishment of our 
older Welsh churches, but also as tending to denote the 
influence of the period in the development of an artistic 
temperament. 

The subjects depicted in the fragments at Dol- 
wyddelan are in allusion to the Holy Scriptures, with 
two possible exceptions, viz, “a winged figure with a 
suspended bell,” and ‘‘a hand bearing a sword.” It 
would be interesting to know what these two repre- 
sentations are emblematic of. 

The accompanying illustration represents all that is 
left of the stained glass at Penmorva. The figure here 
depicted is apparently that of an ecclesiastic, though 
the headgear approximates more nearly to that usually 
associated with the chief or head of a monastic order or 
establishment. It differs from the known examples of 
the mitres of bishops and archbishops, in that the 
frontal arch springs directly from the circle, while the 
circle itself is decorated, and is therefore opposed in 
desigued to episcopal mitres, which are all, I believe, 
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with one rare exception, unadorned. A portion of what 
looks like a monks’ cow] is visible about the neck. 

The staff or stick held in the hand does not afford 
us any evidence of its being “ pastoral,” or surmounted 
with a crosier. The vestments are rich in design and 
decoration ; but here, again, there is insufficient evi- 




















Old Stained Glass in St. Bueno’s Church, Penmorva. 


dence afforded to enable us to determine whether they 
correspond more nearly to the vestments worn by 
abbots on occasions of State, or by bishops. 

It has been suggested that the figure here depicted 
is probably representative of the patron saint, St. Beuno; 
but it is scarcely credible that an artist of the fifteenth 
or sixteenth century would so far have forgotten the 
incongruity of appearances as to clothe a seventh- 
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century worthy in the paraphernalia of a high eccle- 
siastic of his own period ! 

A curious feature of the extract from Mr. Wynne’s 
letter is the reference in parenthesis to the ‘ pictures” 
of Meredith ap Ivan ap Robert and Margaret his wife. 
It would thus appear that Mr. Wynne quoted his in- 
formation respecting the stained glass from some well- 
authenticated data in his possession. Although all 
trace of these ‘‘ pictures” is now gone, it must be 
accepted, on the authority of one so widely and 
deservedly respected for the accuracy of his statements 
as was Mr. Wynne, that the portraiture of Meredith 
and his wife Margaret was included in the original 
light ; and the question arises as to whether there exist 
any known records, either in particular relation to 
Wales, or more generally the United Kingdom, which 
evidence the commemoration by portraiture in stained 
glass of individuals by whom such windows were placed 
in our churches at the period under consideration. 

It is customary to find portraiture in old glass con- 
fined to Biblical or allegorical personages, whilst’ the 
representation of individual notabilities was almost 
entirely left to the genius of the sculptor. 

The fact of Meredith ap [van ap Robert having paid 
at least. two visits to Rome suggests that he was con- 
siderably impressed with the beautifying effects of the 
coloured lights in many of the church windows of the 
Eternal City, and the impressions thus formed very 
probably influenced him to introduce this special feature 
into the two churches with which he was so closely 
connected. 

I at one time favoured the idea of the figure shown 
in the illustration being possibly meant to represent 
one Robert ap Meredith, Abbot of Bardsey, who was a 
second cousin of Meredith ap Ivan ap Robert, both 
being descended from the same great-grandfather ; but 
I am satisfied from a careful perusal of Sir John 
Wynne’s History and other equally. unimpeachable 
records that the two were not contemporaries, and that 
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the Abbot was not the person singled out for such 
conspicuous honour by his kinsman. 

As bearing upon the close connection which existed 
between Meredith’s family and the church of Penmorva, 
we are told by Sir John Wynn that “ Ivan ap Meredith 
ap Howell,” of Cefn y Van and Gessel Gyfarch in 
Eifioneth, constable of Criccieth, and in joint command 
of the town of Caernarvon (grandfather of Robert, 
Abbot of Bardsey), “dying at Caernarvon, his body 
was brought by sea (for the passages by land were shut 
by Owen Glyndwr’s forces) to Penmorva, his parish 
church, to be buried.” 

This event would be ci7ca 1450, and is the earliest 
authenticated record we possess of a burial at Pen- 
morva. 

There is yet another curious feature in connection 
with the Penmorva inscription, namely, the insertion 
of the Welsh “ verch” in place of “ filize” in an other- 
wise complete Latin rendering. 















































THE CHURCH OF PENBRYN AND ITS 
CONNECTIONS AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


By D. PRYS WILLIAMS, Ese. (“‘ BRYTHONYDD”’). 


The Name of the Church.—Its full name is Llantihangel 
Penbryn, or, St. Michael’s Church on the Headland. It 
is possible—very probable—that the older church of 
this parish was dedicated to some other saint than 
St. Michael. It is known that some of the churches 
bearing the name of Llanfihangel were re-dedicated to 
St. Michael, being formerly called by some British 
saint’s name, which was ousted by this more modern 
saint. It is quite possible that its old name may have 
been connected with the old sacred well of St. Deiniol, 
situated in the southern part of the parish. There is 
an old tradition that there was formerly a burial-ground 
in a field on Ffynnon Ddeiniol farm, and was formerly 
called Pare y Beddau. 


The date of the present Church.—Judging from the 
shape of the arches of the door and the windows, and 
from the form of the nave, and its low chancel, and 
the narrow arch between the two, the present church 
belongs to the thirteenth or fourteenth century ; but 
at the last restoration some of the windows were 
altered. The chancel is not in a line with the church, 
but is much inclined towards the north. It is what 
is popularly called a “ weeping church:” that is, it 
bends towards one side, to represent, it is supposed, 
the drooping of our Lord’s head on the cross when 
dying. ~ 

In the southern wall of the chancel is a recess about 
5 ft. from the ground to its top. It has been conjec- 
tured by a late writer—the Rev. Geo. Eyre Evans, in 
his description of this church—that it may have been 
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‘“‘a recess intended for the altar-tomb of possibly the 
builder of the fane, but whether the carved effigy ever 
was placed herein is now hard to say.” 


There is in the south wall of the church, near the 
chancel arch, remains of an old stoup. Some of the old 
people remember when there was also a south door, 
which is now built up. 


The font may be of the same date as the church, 
roughly formed from a local stone. It has a square 
top, and stands on an elegant pillar, springing from 
two supporting steps. The basin is capacious enough 
for the total immersion of an infant. 

The sacred vessels of this church are universally 
considered as very fine ones—the finest and tallest in all 
Cardiganshire churches. They are of silver, and they 
belong—as their shape shows, and the date on them— 
to the sixteenth century. The cup is 94 ins. in height, 
and 4? ins. wide at its mouth. It has a well-fitting 
paten cover, which is 54 ins. in diameter. The inscrip- 
tion round the bell of the cup is— 





+ POCVLYM * ECCLESIE * DE * PENBRYN. 
1574. 


The Registers of the Parish. When the late vicar, 
John Hughes, came to this parish, he went to examine 
the contents of the safe, and found to his sorrow that a 
great many of the oldest books had been totally 
destroyed by bad keeping and dampness. The oldest 
registers now in existence are on seventeen sheets of 
vellum, and include entries of baptisms, marriages, and 
burials from 1726 to 1735. 


The Vestry Book begins in 1807, and runs on to 
1837. Under the year 1812, we have the vestry 
undertaking a census. The population of the north 
side of the parish was 590, and were numbered at the 
cost of $d. per head. The following curious entry may 
add credit to the hospitableness of the Penbrynites : 
“88 meals to passengers at 3d. each.” 
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Some Memorial Tablets in the Church.—There is a 
fine brass tablet in the floor within the communion rail 
to the memory of Dame Bridgett Lewes and her son. It 
is about 17 ins. long, and 124 ins. wide. It runs as 
follows :— 


HERE LYETH THE BODY OF DAME BRIDGETT LEWES , DAVGHTER 
TO SIR RICHARD PRYSE OF GOGERTHAN KNIGHT AND WIFE 
TO S® IOHN LEWES OF ABERNANTBYCHAN KNIGHT 
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE THE 4™ OF OCTOBER 
IN THE YEARE OF OVR LORD 1643. 

ALSO 
HERE LYETH THE BODY OF RICHAKD LEWES HER SONNE 
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE THE 6 OF IANVARY 

1622. 





It may be noticed that the above Dame Bridgett 
Lewes was the mother of the celebrated Sir James 
Lewes, of Abernant Fychan, who took such an active 
part in the Civil Wars on the side of King Charles I. 
He was one of the chosen knights intended as a 
member of the Royal Oak, if that had been instituted. 


The Llanborth Memorial Stone.—On the north side 
of the chancel arch is a black stone tablet to the 
memory of George Lloyd, who died on the 2nd of 
May in the year 1678, and other members of his family. 
The Llanborth family descended from Rhys ap Rhy- 
dderch, or Rhys Fychan, Lord of Tywyn. With the 
death of David Morgans, mentioned on the tablet, and 
who died May 19th in the year 1770, the estate 
wanting claimants became forfeited to the Lord of the 
Manor, Sir Herbert Lloyd of Peterwell. 


The Memorial East Window.—The chancel window is 
a memorial one, representing the Crucifixion, erected 
by Catherine Jenkins of Dyftrynbern, Easter, 1887, in 
memory of her cousin, the Rev. Henry Jenkins, Rector 
of Stanway in Essex, the noted antiquarian. She was 
the aunt of the well-known archeologist, the vicar, 


D. H. Davies, of Cenarth. 
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In the churchyard, again, there is a small, rough 
stone on the left hand when entering the church, which 
was erected on the grave of David Davies, of Allt-y- 
maen, in the parish of Llandyssul, who met with a sad 
and a remarkable incident. When the old press-gang 
system prevailed, some young man in state of inebria- 
tion had enlisted, and his friend, David Davies, of 
Allt-y-maen, rushed forward to rescue him from the 
hand of the recruiting-sergeant, but was cut down by 
him and killed on the spot. This took place on a 
market day at Newcastle Emlyn, on June 2nd, 1780. 
He was brought from Allt-y-maen to Penbryn, with his 
coffin covered with a scarlet pall ; and on his tomb- 
stone are inscribed the following stanzas :— 

“ Ddarllenydd gwych ystyria’r gwir 
Fy mod fel tithe’n rhodio’r tir 
A thyma’r Lle’r wy’n gorwedd nawr 
O achos Llofrydd dan y Llawr. 


“ Nid angau o naturiol ryw 
Am torodd bant o dir y byw 
Ond dagar ddyr a mwrddwr maith 
Mewn eitha gwfn a wnaeth y gwaith.” 


The Churchyard Mound, which contains human 
bones. —I have been informed by Mr. Evan Evans, 
Penbank, Penbryn, that he had been told by an old 
man, called Shin Clochydd, who was sexton of Penbryn 
church, and died about twenty-five years ago, that the 
mound is the old floor of the church, which was cleared 
out at the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

I have it on the authority of an old inhabitant that 
there has not been any ball-playing in Penbryn church- 
yard within the last 150 years, but that it was done 
down on the beach. 


Some of the Most Eminent Ministers of Penbryn 
Church.—Bishop William Thomas, of St, David’s, was 
once a vicar of this parish. The above Bishop was 
*‘deaconed” on June 4th, 1637, and “ priested” in 1638, 
and soon afterwards appointed to the vicarage of Pen- 
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bryn, and was at the same time chaplain to the Earl of 
Northumberland ; but during the Civil War he lost 
Penbryn, and a person called Richard Davies was 
appointed to the living in his stead, and who was after- 
wards turned out under the Act of Uniformity in the 
year 1662. The Rev. Dr. Thomas was consecrated 
Bishop of St. David’s on January 27th, 1677, and was 
afterwards translated to the bishopric of Worcester in 
August, 1683. 

The Rev. Griffith Jones, of Llanddowror, has been 
officiating at this church. His first curacy was in the 
parish of Penbryn. 

The Very Rev. Dean Llewelyn Lewellin, for part of 
the years 1832 and 1833, was vicar of this parish. 
There is still an old entry in the Bettws Ifan Vestry 
Book recording this fact, dated April 15th, 1832. 

“ Be it remember’d that on the date hereof the 
Rev. Llewelyn Lewellin, D.C.L., vicar, did in our 
presence and hearing read and perform the full Morning 
and Evening Services, read aloud the Thirty-nine 
Articles, and declare his assent and consent to the 
doctrine and discipline of the Church of England.” 


I might here mention that Bettws Ifan and Bron- 
gwyn were at one time chapels-of-ease under Penbryn. 


Some Furtser Notes anp Trapitions CoNncERNING 
THE LOCALITY. 


The intended original site of the church, according 
to tradition, was Penlén Méch, near Sarnau, where 
now stands St. John’s Mission Church; but all the 
materials they brought there, and built in the course 
of the day, were removed during the night by invisible 
hands to where it now stands. 

You are all aware of the legend that locates in this 
parish the memorable battle of “Llongborth.” Amongst 
the place-names mentioned in connection with the 
legend is Maes Glas, or ‘“‘ Maes Galanas,” as Theophilus 
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Evans puts it; but according to an old MSS. in the 
possession of the Vicar of Cenarth, the ancient name of 
Maes Glds was “ Karn-y-Bettws Gereint.” Who was 
this blessed Gereint ? Speaking on the part of Pen- 
bryn, is it not the resting-place of Gereint ab Erbin, 
who was killed in the battle of Llongborth? There is 
also a furm in the southern part of the parish called 
Perth Gereint. A tradition says that the British, 
before going to battle, gave their treasures to three men 
to conceal, but on the field of battle these three treasure- 
guards were killed, and the money they concealed is 
undiscovered to this day ; hence arose the name of the 
spot, Clun yr Aur, pronounced “ Cluo’r our.” 


“The Gronyn” Stone.—According to an old tradi- 
tion, the stone called “ Y Gronyn,” locally pronounced 
“ Groinyn,” which is in the middle of the Hoewnant 
stream, near “ Troed y Rhiw,” was formerly only an 
ejected pebble from the clog of some > Idris Gawr of 
this locality. 


Castell Nadolg.—This encampment is situated on 
the left hand, between eight and nine miles on 
Cardigan and Aberaeron turnpike road. It is supposed 
to have been called Castell Nadolig, or Christmas 
Camp, because it was the winter's camp— “Castra 
Hiberna” —of the soldiers. There is also a camp 
called Castell Nadolig not far from Llandyssul. 

There was a small military outpost, formerly sur- 
rounded with a small earthen rampart, on the high 
bank above the sea, on the Tyhen Farm. That outpost 
seems to have been erected to guard a fine spring of 
water in the rock beneath it, facing the sea. There 
was also a small mound, just above Llanborth, called 
“Gaer Lwyd;” but it has been lately demolished and 
levelled. 

I am indebted to the late Mrs. Havard- Williams, 
Newcastle Emlyn, for the following legend, which says 
that fourteen Roman warships cast their anchors in 


Aberporth Bay, and the soldiers landed at Traeth Saith, 
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with the intention of storming the British encamp- 
ments at Pen Cestyll, Pen Gaer, and Tyhen. For the 
night the Romans camped near Dyffryn Bern ; but 
while they were asleep three regiments from the above 
garrisons secretly came upon the invaders and killed 
every one of them. The tradition also adds that after 
this battle the Corbalengi monument was raised. 


The Crug Cou Burial Mound, which was on Ffynnon 
Las Farm.— This burial-place was first discovered 
circa 1790, by a man of the name of Dafydd Siencyn 
Siors, while searching for some building stones. Some 
time after this, another urn was found near the same 
spot by some labourer; and a third discovery was 
brought about in a curious way by some people while 
digging after a fox, about the year 1833. They came 
across a cist of stone, and within it the fox with several 
young ones, and a large urn with some ashes. This 
urn, I am sorry to say, was like many other precious 
things destroyed through the stupid superstition of 
the people, who imagined it was possessed of demons. 
The urn was exposed on a hedge near Sarnau, and 
pelted to pieces with stones to drive away the demons 
whom they foolishly believe to be hidden inside it. 
And, I may add, that not a man could hardly be found 
within the neighbourhood seventy years ago who would 
pass “‘ Pen Crug Cou” in the dead of the night without 
fear of the ghosts that tramp about, but were glad to 
cross the fields to avoid the spot. 

I conclude with just a short account of a wreck on 
Traeth Gaer Lwyd, a part of the Penbryn sands, on 
the 13th December, 1816. A French brig, laden with 
wines, ete, from Toulon to Havre-de-Grace, parted 
from her anchors at Aberporth, where she had been 
detained some days by stress of weather, and drifting 
on the Penbryn sands was totally wrecked in the 
course of the same night ; but the crew happily escaped. 
A large body of the neighbouring peasantry assembled, 
and (notwithstanding the praiseworthy efforts of Col. 
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Price, of Pigeonsford, and other gentlemen, with the 
assistance of the Custom-House officers) pillaged part 
of the cargo, and drank so immoderately of the wine, 
that several became the immediate victims of their own 
beastly excess. Seven of them died, and many more 
would have lost their lives only fer the timely assistance 
of the doctors. Old people, when referring to this 
incident, used to say that this vale was in a terrified 
state at the time, quite shocked by the dying groans of 
the intoxicated from the cliff opposite. 
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REPORT OF THE CARDIGAN MEETING. 
(Continued from p. 86.) 





ROUTES OF THE EXCURSIONS. 





EXCURSION NO. 1.—TUESDAY, AUGUST 16th. 


CARDIGAN AND PENBRYN. 


THE members assembled in the Guildhall Square at 9 a.m., and after 
visiting the Parish Church, Priory, and Castle on foot, they were 
conveyed by carriage to Pensrrn (10 miles N.E. of Cardigan), going 
through Mount and Aberporth, and returning by the high road 
from Aberayron to CARDIGAN. 


The following objects of interest were visited in the order given :— 


. Mount (Church). 

. Dyffryn Bern (Inscribed Stone). 

. Penbryn (Church). 

. Castell Nadolig (Zate-Celtic Earthwork). 
. Blaenporth (Moated Mound). 


orf owner 





EXCURSION NO. 2,—WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17th. 
NEVERN AND NEWPORT. 


The members assembled in the Guildhall Square at 9 a.m., and 
were conveyed by carriage to Newport, Pembrokeshire (10 miles 
S.W. of Cardigan), going through Nevern and returning through 
Eglwys-wrw. 


The following objects of interest were visited in the order given :— 


1. Pencrugiau Cemes (Group of Tumuli). 

2. Nevern (Church, Inscribed Stones, St. Brynach’s Cross, Castle and Rock- 
hewn Cross). 

. Newport (Church, Castle, and Stone with Incised Cross). 

. Carn Ingli (Stone-walied Camp), 

. Pentre Evan (Cromlech and Pedigree-house). 


OI co 
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EXCURSION NO. 3.—THURSDAY, AUGUST 18th. 


NEWCASTLE EMLYN AND CILGERRAN. 


The members assembled in the Guildhall Square at 9 a.m., and 
were conveyed by carriage to Newcastte Emtyn (10 miles S.E. of 
Cardigan), going through St. Dogmael’s and Cenarth, and returning 
through Llechryd and Cilgerran. 


The following objects of interest were visited in the order given :— 
1. St. Dogmael’s (Ruins of Priory, Inscribed and Sculptured Stones). 
2. Newcastle Emlyn (Castle). 
3. Cenarth (Church with Sculptured Font, Inscribed Stone, and the Rev. D. H. 
Davies’ Collection of Antiquities). 
4, Cilgerran (Castle, Church, and Inscribed Stone). 


EXCURSION NO. 4.—FRIDAY, AUGUST 19th. 
MOEL TRIGARN AND CLYDEY. 


The members ‘assembled in the Guildhall Square, and were con- 
veyed by carriage to Moet Tr1garn (9 miles S. of Cardigan), going 
through Bridell and Crymmych, and returning through Clydey and 
Capel Colman. 


The following objects of interest were visited in the order given :— 


1. Bridell (Church and Inscribed Stone). 
2. Moel Trigarn (Stone-walled Camvp). 

3. Clydey (Church and Inscribed Stones). 
4, Capel Colman (Maen Colman). 





NOTES ON OBJECTS OF INTEREST VISITED DURING 
THE EXCURSIONS. 


Prehistoric Remains.—The principal prehistoric remains seen 
during the excursions were the stone-walled ancient British fortresses 
on Carn Ingli and Moel Trigarn, the celebrated cromlech at Pentre 
Evan, and the Bronze Age tumuli called Pencrugiau Cemes. 

Carn Ingli is situated a mile and a-half south of Newport, Pem- 
brokeshire, and rises to a height of more than 1,000 ft. above sea- 
level. The summit is strongly fortified with walls of dry rubble, 
similar to those on Moel Trigarn, and the side sheltered from the 
prevailing wind is literally covered with hut-circles. The remains 
here still await the spade of the explorer, but there can be little 
doubt that when examined they will turn out to be of the same age 
as the hut-circles on Moel Trigarn. 

Moel Trigarn is an outlying spur of the Precelly mountains, 
rising to a height of 1,200 ft. above sea-level. It is crowned by 
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three large cairns of stones (whence its name), standing within the 
inner fortified area of nearly six acres in extent. There is a second 
or outer wall of defence, and on the north-east side a sort of annexe 
defended by a single wall. Twenty-seven of the hut-circles on Moel 
Trigarn were explored a few years ago by the Rev. S. Baring-Gould 
and Mr. Robert Burnard. The antiquities discovered are now in the 
Tenby Museum, and their nature seems to show that the fortress 
belongs to the Early-Iron or Late-Celtic period, possibly dating from 
100 B.c. to 100 a.p. 

The Pencrugiau Cemes are situated close to the high road from 
Cardigan to Nevern on the north side. They are five miles south- 
west of Cardigan, and at a level of 642 ft. above the sea, thus com- 
manding a view over an extensive tract of country. Fenton, in his 
History of Pembrokeshire, p. 534, says: “This cluster (of tumuli), 
with an exception to that on Dry Burrows, and the adjoining fields 
near Orielton, is the largest I have found in the county.” 

It is stated in Gibson’s edition of Camden’s Britannia that one of 
the tumuli, which was opened in his time, was found to contain five 
urns, and that one of these was sent to the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford. 

The cromlech of Pentre Evan, three miles south-east of Newport, 
is one of the most celebrated in Wales, chiefly on account of its great 
height, which is such as to allow of a man on horseback riding 
under it. The monument is now protected by an iron railing, and 
is placed under the care of the Office of Works. Sir Gardner 
Wilkinson gives the greatest height from the surface to the ground 
to the underside of the capstone as 7 ft. 7 ins., and the Rev. E. L. 
Barnwell as 7 ft.9 ins. I made it to be 7 ft. 8 ins. by careful 
measurement, Whien the Society was here in 1859, six ladies and 
gentlemen on horseback stood under the cromlech together at the 
same time. If a horse were 15 hands high, and the height of the 
rider when seated 2 ft. 9 ins., his head would just touch the under- 
side of the capstone. 

The Pentre Evan cromlech has attracted the attention of many 
successive generations of antiquaries. The following account of it 
is given by George Owen of Henllys: ‘ Another thing worth noting 
is the stone called Maen y Gromlech, in Pentre Jevan lande. It is 
a large and massive stone, mounted on high, and set on the topps of 
other high stones, pitched standing upright in the ground ..... 
The stones whereon this is layd are soe high that a man on horse- 
back may well ryde under it without stowping, and the stone that is 
thus mounted is eighteen foote long, nine foote broade, and three 
foote at one ende, but somewhat thinner at the other.’”! 

Three different illustrations of the Pentre Evan cromlech have 
appeared in the Archeologia Cambrensis.? In the first of these, by 


1 Fenton’s Pembrokeshire, p. 560, and Dr. H. Owen’s Owen’s Pembrokeshire 
vol. i, p. 251. 


2 8rd Ser., vol. ii, p. 284 ; 4th Ser., vol. v, pe 65; 5th Ser., vol. ii, p. 72. 
li? 
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the Rev. H. Longueville Jones, a lady and gentleman, both on 
horseback, are shown passing beneath the capstone. The gentle- 
man is bending down considerably to avoid possible damage to his 
stove-pipe hat. 


Late-Celtic Remains.—Judging from the finds that have been 
made at different times in the neighbourhood of Penbryn, there must 
have been a British stronghold in the district during the Late-Celtic 
period. Penbryn is a cluster of houses close to the sea-coast, nearly 
ten miles north-east of Cardigan. The high road from Cardigan to 
Aberaeron follows the watershed for several miles, the streams on 
one side flowing by a very rapid descent into the sea, and those on 
the other side flowing by a much less steep descent into the river 
Teify. Along the whole of the way from Cardigan to Llanarth, a 
distance of eighteen miles, the road runs at a level of from 500 ft. 
to 600 ft. above the sea, and at the highest point, where the road to 
Llangranog branches off, it attains a height of 787 ft. Close to the 
high road on the north side, half a mile beyond the point where a 
by-road branches off to Penbryn, is an earthwork called Castell 
Nadolig. It stands at a level of about 650 ft. above the sea, and 
commands the head of the valley of the Afon Dulas, a tributary of 
the Teify. Penbryn and the sea lie a mile and a-half to the north- 
ward. Castell Nadolig, and the other camps near, would effectually 
prevent an enemy crossing the watershed of the Teify valley and 
reaching the sea. 

The plan of the principal camp at Castell Nadolig is approxi- 
mately semicircular, and there is another smaller camp adjoining 
the larger one, in which it is stated that three urns containing ashes 
were found under a large stone.’ When the Association visited the 
place last year the interior area of the camp was under cultivation, 
and the ramparts seemed to have been made steeper and otherwise 
altered in order to serve as hedges between the fields. 

A pair of spoon-like bronze objects, of well-known Late-Celtic 
type, were found here, and are now in the Ashmolean Museum at 
Oxford.? Only one other pair have been found in Wales, namely, at 
Llanfair,? near Denbigh, now in the Museum of Antiquities at 
Edinburgh. A list of all the recorded discoveries of spoons of this 
class is given in J. R. Allen’s Celtic Art, p. 120. 

An illustration is given in Gibson’s edition of Camden’s Britannia* 
(1695), of an ancient British gold coin found near Penbryn. This 
would also belong to the Late-Celtic period. When Gibson wrote 
at the end of the seventeenth century, the coin was in the possession 
ot Mr. John Williams, of Aber Nant Brychan. 

It is to be hoped that one result of the visit of the Association to 


1 Arch. Camb., 3rd Ser., vol. v, p. 828, 

2 Arch. Camb., 3rd Ser., vol. viii, p. 218. 
3 Ibid., 3rd Ser., vol. viii, p. 209. 

* P. 647, and pl. on p. 697, fig. 21. 
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Castell Nadolig will be a scientific exploration and careful survey 
of this extremely interesting Late-Celtic camp. 


Romano-British Remains.—The following note, contributed by 
the Rev. D. H. Davies, of Cenarth, to the Carmarthen Journal, 
relates to a Romano-British burial found at Dyffryn-bern, near 
Penbryn :-— 

“In a paragraph which appeared in the Carmarthen Journal, a 
short time ago, I find a few words relating to the Inscribed Stone 
on Dyffrynbern Farm, in the parish of Peubryn, Cardiganshire, 
which are not correct, and should therefore be set right. The 
writer states that the stone was put upright for animals to rub 
against, whereas it was placed in that position by the late Rev. 
Henry Jenkins, rector of Stanway, the then owner of the field, as 
less likely to be injured than in its former recumbent position. The 
writer also makes a mistake in the inscription, which he gives as 
“Cor Balencii hic jacet ordous,” whereas the correct rendering 
is CORBALENGI IACIT ORDOVS, all the letters being in Roman capitals. 
I may also mention that the stone was placed in its present position 
early in this century ; and that in making a bed for its base, the 
Rev. Henry Jenkins came across an urn full of ashes, as well as a 
few bronze, silver, and gold Roman coins of the time of Vespasian, 
which were presented by him to the Colchester Museum, with the 
exception of a gold Vespasian, rather less in size than our sovereign, 
which he afterwards gave to the Rev. John Hughes, vicar of 
Penbryn, as a keepsake. This coin was shown me by Mr. Hughes 
a short time before his death, and its history was given me at the 
same time. What became of it afterwards I do not know, but I 
rest in hope that it is in the safe keeping of one of the sons: When 
I saw the coin it was in a perfect state of preservation, and it 
seemed to have been made of very pure gold. If it could be found, 
would it not give an approximate date as to the death of the chief- 
tain whose cinerary urn was buried under the stone ? The urn 
was presented to me by Mr. Jenkins over five-and-twenty years ago, 
and is still in my possession, though not as perfect as when given 
me. The body of the chieftain, I should say, must have been 
cremated on the spot where the stone now stands, as Mr. Jenkins’s 
workmen came across a quantity of ashes during the excavation, 
some of which could be seen many years afterwards. I should also 
mention that the stone was placed nearly on the highest point in 
the field, and at one time had many large stones about it. Owing 
to the inscription on this stone, the field became known as Pare 
carreg y Lluniau, and it is still known by that name. Its position is 
very prominent, and it may be seen from a long distance in some 
directions.” 

Since this was written, the Rev. D. H. Davies has resigned the 
living of Cenarth, and has deposited the urn on loan in the Cardiff 
Museum. The urn was seen by the members of the Association 
when they visited Cenarth during the Cardigan Meeting. The urn 
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is 6 ins. high, 4} ins. in diameter at the top, 5 ins. in diameter a 
little above the middle, and 23 ins. in diameter at the bottom. It 
has a beaded rim round the top, and the body is ornamented with a 
lattice-work pattern. The urn has, unfortunately, been broken, 
but the pieces have been fixed together again. 

The gold coin of Vespasian is now in the possession of Mr. J. 
Charles Hughes, of Bryndedwydd, Dolgelly, son of the Rev. John 
Hughes, former vicar of Penbryn. This is probably the same coin 
that was exhibited at the previous Cardigan Meeting in 1859. It 
is described in the catalogue of the temporary museum as “an 
aureus of Titus, exhibited by the Rev. James Hughes, of Penbryn.”? 

The Rev. D. H. Davies, of Cenarth, in a letter to the Editor, 
dated August 29th, 1904, says: ‘‘You asked me who Mr. Jenkins 
was. Well, he was formerly heir to the Dyffryn-bern estate. Then 
he was Principal of Magdalen College School, Fellow of Magdalen 
College, Oxford, and Rector of Stanway, Essex; writer of several 
antiquarian works, and founder of the Colchester Museum. He was 
F.G.S. and a member of the Royal Society of Antiquarians (s7c), 
etc., so you may feel sure that he took care of the Corbalengi stone, 
and everything belonging to it. When he died, I came into pos- 
session of Dyffryn-bern, and only wish I could do something to 
protect the stone.” 

The Rev. Henry Jenkins referred to in the above letter was uncle 
to the Rev. D. H. Davies, and left him the Dyffryn-bern estate. It is 
clear now how the urn found by Mr. Jenkins, of Stanway, got into 
the possession of Mr. Davies, of Cenarth, and why the Roman 
coins are in the Colchester Museum, which was founded by Mr. 
Jenkins. The aureus of Vespasian or Titus was inherited by Mr. 
Hughes, of Dolgelly, from his father, the rector of Penbryn, to whom 
it had been given by Mr. Jenkins, of Stanway. It seems a great 
pity that the whole of this most valuable find cannot be brought 
together once more in the Cardiff Museum. 


If it could be proved conclusively that the Corbalengi stone and 
the Romano-British burial were directly connected one with the 
other, it would be of the highest possible interest. It is stated in 
the Archeologia Cambrensis (Ser. 3, vol. viii, p. 216) that, a hundred 
years ago («¢. 1762), the Dyffryn-bern stone was lying near a 
tumulus, on the top of which was a windmill. The windmill having 
gone to ruin, the tumulus was levelled, and in doing so a sepulchral 
urn was discovered. The stone now stands on the site of the 
tumulus. 


Almost the only example of an Early Christian inscribed stone 
found in Wales in association with a burial of any kind is the 
Brohomagli stone, now at Lima House, Denbighshire. -It formed 
the cover of a stone-lined grave, the inscribed face being down- 
wards.” 


1 Arch. Camb., 3rd Ser., vol. v, p. 350. 
2 J. O. Westwood’s Lapidarium Wallie, p. 202. 














InscriBED Stone at St. DogMaet’s, PEMBROKESHIRE. 


From a cast in the Cardiff Museum. 
(Photographed by Alfred Freke.) 
























INscriIBED STONE aT St. DoGMak.’s, PEMBROKESHIRE. 
From a cast in the Cardiff Museum. 
(Photographed by Alfred Freke.) 














INSCRIBED STONE aT BRIDELL, PEMBROKESHIRE. 
From a cast in the Cardiff Museum. 
(Photographed by Alfred Freke.) 




















Insck1BED STONE AT BRIVELL, PEMBROKESHIRE. 


From a cast in the Cardiff Museum. 
(Photographed by Alfred Freke.) 

















INSCRIBED STONE aT CILGERRAN, PEMBROKESHIRE.—F'RontT. 
From a cast in the Cardiff Museum. 
(Photographed by Alfred Freke.) 
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INscRIBED STONE aT CILGERRAN, PeMBROKESHIRE.—RiGHT SIDE. 
From a cast in the Cardiff Museum. 
(Photographed by Alfred Freke.) 
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Early Christian Remains.—The district around Cardigan is 
especially rich in Early Christian inscribed stones, examples of 
which were seen at Dyffryn-bern, near Penbryn, St. Dogmael’s, 
Cilgerran, Cenarth, Clydey, and Nevern. Perhaps the most inter- 
esting of these is the biliteral and bilingual stone at St. Dogmael’s, 
which has, with some show of justification, been called the Rosetta 
stone of Welsh epigraphy. It has two inscriptions, one on the face 
of the stone in debased Roman capitals, in Latin, reading “ saGRANI 
FILI CVNOTAMI,” and the other on tle left angle of the stone, in 
Ogams, and in the Celtic language, reading “SAGRAMNI MAQUI 
CUNATAMI,” showing that ‘“ maqui” (the genitive of “ maquas”) in 
Celtic is equivalent to “fili” (the genitive of “ filius”) in Latin. 
This stone was the means of proving that the key to the Ogam 
alphabet given in the Book of Leinster and the Book of Ballymote 
was correct. 

The Dyffryn-bern stone is remarkable as being one of the few 
monuments of this class which have been found associated with a 
burial. The stone formerly stood on a tumulus in which was found 
a Romano-British cinerary urn (full of burnt bones), now in the 
possession of the Rev. D. H. Davies, of Cenarth. 

Whilst at Nevern, Archdeacon Thomas called the attention of the 
Editor to a slab with interlaced ornament on it, serving as a lintel- 
stone of the staircase leading to the priest’s chamber above the 
transeptal chapel on the south side of the nave; and on examining 
it he was delighted to discover on the adjoining lintel a hitherto 
unknown Ogam inscription which reads “ . . . E or 1 CUNAN MAQUI 
...” Cunan is, of course, the familiar Welsh name “‘ Cynan” 
and the Breton “Conan.” The date of the death of Cynan Nant 
Nyver, a chieftain of the district, is given in the Brut y Tywysogion 
under the year 865, which would be much too late for an Ogam 
inscription of this kind ; otherwise, one would be tempted to identify 
the Cunan of the Nevern stone with Cynan Nant Nyver. 

The cross in the churchyard at Nevern is elaborately decorated 
with knotwork and key-patterns, and is the most perfect example 
of its class now remaining in Wales. 

A hitherto unrecorded stone, with an incised cross upon it, was seen 
in a field above the church at Newport, on the way up to Carn Ingli, 
The monument is an undressed boulder, 4 ft. 6 ins. high by 3 ft. 
10 ins. wide by 1 ft. thick. On one face is a circle 1 ft. 8 ins. in 
diameter, enclosing a plain equal-armed cross, with a small hole or 
dot between each of the four arms. 


- Medieval Remains.—The mediwval remains seen during the 
Excursions consisted of about ten churches and five castles. The 
churches of the district are of two kinds: the one extremely simple, 
of small dimensions, with a nave, chancel, aud porch, and a bell- 
gable at the west end; the other more important buildings, with a 
western tower of considerable height. Of the first kind a most 
perfect specimen was seen at Mount, four miles north of Cardigan. 
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The situation is romantic in the extreme, close to the sea, and not a 
house near it. The church has fortunately escaped the tender 
mercies of the restoring architect, and is, theretcre, of exceptional 
interest. It has a good timber roof of the fourteenth century, and 
a Norman font of the Pembrokeshire type, modelled on the cushion 
capital of the period. Of the more important class of church that 
at Cardigan may serve asa good example. The chancel is of good 
Perpendicular work, with the original tracery of the windows still 
intact, and is deserving of the attention of architectural students on 
the lookout for a good subject to measure and draw. Nevern 
Church is well worthy of a visit, on account of its association with 
St. Brynach, its beautifully-wooded surroundings, its Ogam stones, 
and its perfect pre-Norman cross. The avenue of yew trees leading 
up to the south porch throws deep shadows even at noonday, and 
their dark colour forms a pleasing contrast with the lighter greens 
of the other foliage. 

Of the five castles seen, the one at Cilgerran is the only one where 
the ruins are of any extent. The chief features are two enormous 
drum-towers, built of the slate-rock of the district in very thin 
courses. The castle occupies an exceedingly strong defensive posi- 
tion on a sort of promontory jutting out into the valley of the Teify, 
with a deep ravine on one side and steep cliffs on the other. The 
view of Cilgerran Castle from below has been immortalised by 
Turner, the great painter. 


Mr. KE. Laws’ remarks on the Pedigree-house at Pentre Evan have 
already been printed in the Report of the Evening Meetings. 



































Archacologtcal Motes and Queries. 


Tue Discovery or TreasurRE Trove at Oswestry: County 
Coroner’s Inquiry.—Dr. Aylmer Lewis, county coroner, held an 
inquiry of no ordinary interest at Oswestry Guildhall, on Thursday. 
The subject-matter of the inquiry was the discovery which a number 
of navvies in the employ of Mr. W. H. Thomas made last month, 
while excavating a field to the right of Brynhafod lane. The 
circumstances of the find were fully detailed in the Border Counties 
Advertiser of November 30th and December 7th, and the evidence 
brought out nothing new, unless we except the mention of the 
names of those who purchased a number of the coins. 

Considerable public interest was manifested in the inquiry. The 
Coroner was accompanied on the Bench by the Recorder, Mr. R. 
Lloyd Kenyon, an uuthority on coins, and editor of the third edition 
of Hawkins’s Silver Coins of Great Britain, the Mayor (Mr. W. 
Martin), the ex-Mayor (Mr. T. Poole), Mr. R. G. Venables, vice- 
chairman of the Salop County Council, Alderman Bremner Smith, 
chairman of the Borough Higher Education Committee, Councillor 
Perks, chairman of the General Purposes Committee of the Town 
Council, Alderman Lacon, and the Chief Constable of the County 
(Capt. Williams-Freeman), Mr. R. N. Salt (Messrs. Salt and Sons, 
Shrewsbury) represented the Lord of the Manor, the Earl of Powis, 
and Mr. A. H. Bardswell (Messrs. Longueville and Co., Oswestry), 
the owner of the land, Mr. Willding Jones, of Hampton Hall, 
Malpas. A jury of Oswestry tradesmen, with Mr. A. C. Minshall 
as foreman, was empanelled, after this quaint proclamation for the 
opening of the Court had been read by Mr. Supt. Lewis: “ Oyez, 
Oyez, you good men of this borough summoned to appear here this 
day, to inquire for our Sovereign Lord the King, when, where, how, 
by what means and by whom certain coins of silver and gold, said 
to be treasure trove, were found, and who is entitled to the same. 
Answer to your names as you shall be called, every man at the first 
call, upon the peril and pain that shall fall thereon.” 

The Coroner, in an interesting address to the jury, said he had not 
an opportunity of inquiring how long it was since a similar inquiry 
was held in that town, but it was a very rare occurrence throughout 
England, only occurring, so far as he knew, four or five times 
annually throughout the country. Personally, in the twenty-three 
years that he had been Coroner, he had not held one before, nor did 
he think his uncle, his predecessor in the office, ever held such an 
inquiry. When coins were found in the way the present coins had 
been found, the question arose, Whose are they, and what are they ? 
By an old statute of Edward I, it was his duty as Coroner, on such 
a find being made, to summon a jury to inquire about the treasure, 
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and to decide who was the finder. That was the main point for the 
jury to consider; but incidentally they would have to decide if this 
was treasure, and whether it was treasure trove. Originally, many 
hundreds of years ago, treasure of this kind, whether it had been 
originally hidden, or casually lost or abandoned by the owner, 
belonged to the first finder in the absence of the true owner. But 
owing to the great amount of treasure that was hidden, and after- 
wards found by strangers, the Crown considered that it should have 
some claim to it; and therefore it was held that treasure which had 
been hidden or concealed by the owner, with the intention of some 
day recovering it, should belong to the Crown; but treasure, money, 
or valuables casually lost or thrown away—abandoned—should go 
as before to the finder. Therefore, the jury had incidentally to 
consider whether this was treasure which had been hidden or 
concealed. The most concise definition of treasure trove that he 
knew of was that of Coke, who said: ‘* Treasure Trove is when any 
gold or silver in coin, plate, or bullion, that hath been of ancient 
time hidden, wheresoever it be found, whereof no person can prove 
any property, it doth belong to the king, or to some lord or other 
by the king’s grant or prescription.” Treasure hidden or concealed 
was also referred to by Chitty, in his work on the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, in the following terms: “Treasure Trove where any 
gold or silver in coin, plate, or bullion is found concealed in a house, 
or in the earth or other private place, the owner thereof being 
unknown, in which case the treasure belongs to the King or his 
grantee, saving the franchise of Treasure Trove.” Primd facie, 
therefore, if it was treasure trove it belonged to the Crown, and it 
was not for the jury to enter into the question of title, or as to 
anyone who might lay claim to it from the Crown. It had been 
attempted in such inquests in times past to investigate the title of 
those who might claim the money, but the jury had now to decide 
whether or not this was treasure trove. If treasure trove, then, 
prima facie, it belonged to the Crown, and any question of title or 
the franchise of the treasure would have to be decided in a Court of 
Law. He proposed, therefore, to ask the jury to say first, was this 
treasure trove, and, secondly, who were the finders. 

Before calling evidence, the Coroner announced that the learned 
Recorder had been good enough, at his request, to arrange the coins 
and catalogue them, and also to write an interesting description of 
them. He would read first the list of the coins, and afterwards the 
report. The coins found were :— 

Gold.—Two James I twenty-shilling pieces, one James I five- 
shilling piece, one Charles I ten-shilling piece. 

Silver.—One Henry VIII fourpenny piece, two Edward VI six- 
penny piece, twenty-three Mary fourpenny pieces, five Mary two- 
penny pieces, one Philip and Mary shilling piece, seven Philip and 
Mary fourpenny pieces, twenty-seven Elizabeth shillings, 153 Eliza- 
beth sixpences, ten Elizabeth fourpenny pieces, nineteen Elizabeth 
threepenny pieces, one James I half-crown, thirty-one James I 
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shillings, twenty-seven James I sixpences, thirteen Charles I half- 
crowns, fifty-four Charles I shillings, twenty-seven Charles I 
sixpences. 

This represented a total, added the Coroner, of four gold and 401 
silver coins. Dr. Lewis then read Mr. Kenyon’s report, which was 
as follows :— 

“The earliest coin in the find is a fourpenny bit of Henry VIII, 
struck between 1543 and 1547. The latest is a half-crown of 
Charles I at Shrewsbury, after the Civil War had broken out, 
between Oct. and Dec. 1642. The latest of the other coins are 
1641. The presumption, therefore, is that the coins were buried 
about 1643, in which year Oswestry was fortified and garrisoned for 
the King. Among the coins are one Scotch half-crown of James I, 
and five Irish shillings and one sixpence of James I. There are also 
a shilling of Charles I, struck at Aberystwyth, between 1638 and 
1542, and the aforementioned Shrewsbury half-crown. All the rest 
of the coins belonged to the ordinary currency of England, and were 
struck at London. As the Aberystwyth mint was brought to 
Shrewsbury in 1642, this shilling, as well as the Shrewsbury balf- 
crown, may probably have been among the coins issued as pay to 
the garrison of Shrewsbury between Oct. and Dec., 1642. Both 
coins are in good preservation, and have not been much in circula- 
tion. The great majority of the coins are a good deal worn by 
circulation, and some of the older ones have lost almost all traces of 
legend or device. It is curious that two or three are holed, as if for 
suspension to a watch-chain, including at least one struck as late as 
1641. But possibly this may have been done by those who have 
just now found them. It will be noticed that there are no coins 
smaller than a sixpence of James I or Charles I, and very few of 
an earlier date; and that the great majority of the silver coins, 248 
out of 401, are of the reign of Elizabeth or earlier ; but they were 
no doubt the coins in ordinary circulation in this district in 1642. 
A very similar though much larger hoard, consisting of 5,188 silver 
coins, was buried in 1646, and found in Devonshire in 1895. In 
this,as in the Oswestry find, there were a few Scotch and Irish 
pieces, none smaller than a sixpence, and 2,245 coins of Elizabeth or 
earlier. It would therefore seem that, throughout the reign of 
Charles I, half of the silver coins in ordinary use were as old as the 
reign of Elizabeth; and there was probably a great deficiency of 
coins of a smaller denomination than sixpence. The presence of the 
Shrewsbury and Aberystwyth pieces in the Oswestry hoard suggests 
that it may have belonged to someone in the King’s service, who 
came from Shrewsbury to Oswestry in the beginning of 1643. 
There seems nothing to show whether it was his private property, 
or was intended for the payment of the troops in Oswestry, except 
that the coins are said to have been contained in an earthenware 
vessel, which seems a more likely receptacle for private than for 
public money. It is very unfortunate that this has been lost. There 
is nothing but the disturbed state of the town in 1643 to show the 
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reason for hiding it. There seems to be no record of fighting round 
Oswestry in 1643 ; but if the owner of this money had been called 
away suddenly at this period on the King’s service, it may well have 
seemed the safest course to bury his money and tell no one of the 
lace.” 
“ The story of the discovery of the treasure was told by David 
Price, a navvy employed by Mr. W. H. Thomas, contractor, of 
Oswestry, and several of his fellow-workmen. Price said he saw 
five gold coins, and of these he secured three. One of the men 
gare the jar in a hedge, but next morning it had disappeared. 
n addition to the three gold coins he had 176 silver ones, and these 
he sold to a Mr. Christian, assistant to Mr. Minshall, jeweller for 
£7 10. 

By the Coroner: The coins were sold at Mr. Christian’s house. 

Joseph Woodfin said he secured fifty-two coins. He gave away 
twenty-one and kept the remainder. 

John Drayton said he sold thirty-four coins for £1. He had 
fifty-seven altogether, and the remainder he gave away in single 
pieces to a large number of people, mostly girls. The witness 
admitted having made holes in several of the coins. 

Josiah Griffiths said he had fifteen silver and two gold coins, and 
these he sold for 10s. to Mr. Lawson. 

By Mr. Lawson: He did not know they were gold coins until he 
saw it stated in the Advertiser. 

George Lewis said he had twenty-five silver and one gold coin, 
and these, he said, he sold for £1. 

Edwin Lewis said he had twenty-one silver and two gold coins. 
He sold one gold piece toa man for threepence! Witness did not 
know at the time that the coin was gold. 

George Davies said he sold twenty-four coins for £1 2s. 

George Swanwick said he bought a gold coin—he did not then 
know it was gold—from Edwin Lewis for threepence ; but he lost it 
next day. 

Charles Lawson, draper, Ferrers Road, said he purchased a great 
number of the coins from several of the men, paying over £0 for 
them. He had only one gold coin, and this, with the others, he had 
handed to the police. He thought he gave the face value for the 
coins. 

By the Coroner: He knew very little about coins. He did not 
know at the time that he was buying treasure-trove. It always used 
to be ‘‘ finders keepers” when he was a boy. 

The Coroner: You don’t want to make yourself out to be four or 
five hundred years old, do you? No. In answer to further ques- 
tions, witness he should not like to say that he had not more than 
one gold coin ; but after he bought the coins he went showing them 
round to everybody, and very likely he got a bit mixed over them. 
He had not sold or given away any of the coins, neither had he any 
in his possession. 

This concluded the evidence. 
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Mr. Bardswell said his client claimed the coins as owner of the 
land in fee simple, subject to the rights of the Crown. 

Mr. Turner, an assistant to Mr. W. H. Thomas, said his employer 
wished to enter a formal claim to the coins as finder, should the 
finder have any legal claim upon them. 

Mr. Salt said it would depend upon the finding of the jury 
whether he putin a claim or not on behalf of the Lord of the Manor. 

The Town Clerk (Mr. S. Pryce Parry) requested the Coroner to 
make representation to the Crown with the view to the retention of 
a portion of the coins in the Oswestry Borough Museum; and 
further to express the hope that the Crown would in its liberality 
give facilities for the acquisition by the Corporation of a certain 
part of the treasure, embracing at least specimens of each find, for 
the enrichment of the museum of the borough of Oswestry. 

The Coroner said he would do so with all the power he possessed. 
In these cases, he went on, it was presumed, in the absence of 
contrary evidence, to be hidden or concealed, and therefore to be 
treasure trove. He was not quite certain from the evidence as to 
whether some of the coins had been appropriated, although he must 
say that most of them appeared to have been given up. In olden 
days concealment was punishable by death. Nowadays we were, 
he hoped, more merciful and enlightened, and those who concealed 
treasure were only liable to fine and imprisonment. That was a 
matter, however, for the police, and did not concern the jury. As 
to the ultimate destination of the coins, he had no final instructions. 
If the jury considered that the conditions of treasure trove were 
satisfied by the circumstances of the find, it would be his duty 
formally to seize the treasure on behalf of the Treasury, as repre- 
senting the Crown. He believed the custom was that when English 
treasure trove reached the Treasury, it was usually transmitted to 
the officials of the British Museum, when a report of the bullion, or 
its intrinsic value, was furnished to the Treasury. When the 
objects were such as to fall within the scope of the Museum’s 
requirements, their archwological value was ascertained, and a 
statement made as to the wants of the Museum, and similar 
other institutions. When retained by the Museum, they were paid 
for by the Museum authorities. 

The jury, without retiring, immediately found that the coins were 
treasure trove. 

Mr. Salt said by the verdict of the jury the coins were primd facie 
the property of the Crown; but there were cases where there had 
been grants made to the Lord of the Manor, and therefore he 
requested that a little time should be given Lord Powis to go into 
the matter, and see whether he could not make out a-title for them 
as Lord of the Manor of Oswestry. 

The Coroner: His lordship claims only as Lord of the Manor? 
Mr. Salt: Yes. 

In closing the inquiry, the Coroner said he hoped that some of 
the coins would ultimately find their way back to Oswestry. He 
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wished to thank the Recordor for the extreme care he had taken in 
cataloguing the coins, and the police for the energetic manner in 
which they had worked to recover them.—Border Counties Adver- 
tizer, December 21st, 1904. 


New Minster anD Hype Aspey, WINCHESTER, AND CERTAIN 
INCIDENTS AND PERSONS CONNECTED THEREWITH.—In May, 1904, 
during my stay at Basingstoke, I had the opportunity of consulting 
Dr. Walter De Gray Birch’s Hyde Abbey,! which abbey, it will be 
well to remember, was the successor of New Minster, Winchester, 
and possessed the charters, manuscripts, and treasures of the minster 
last named. I made from Dr. Birch’s volume various notes, which, 
on now reading again, seem to me to be worthy of recording in the 
pages of Archeologia Cambrensis. And I propose to add some 
annotations of my own, with translations, etc. 

Without desiring to enter into the old controversy of the place of 
burial of St. Oswald—or rather of his head—it seems desirable to 
call attention to one of the MSS. belonging to Hyde Abbey, printed 
by Dr. Birch (p. 87). The learned editor considers the MS. from 
which I am about to quote as Bede’s, or compiled from Bede. The 
second portion of this MS. is thus introduced: “ Her ongyn® sec- 
gean be pam Godes sanctum pe on Engla lande reston” [7.¢., Here he 
begins to tell of God’s saints that in England rest]. And the fourth 
paragraph of this second section runs thus : “ Ponne rested Sancta 
Oswald cyninge on Bebbanbyrig pid pa se. 4 his heafod rested mid 
Sancte Cudberhte . 4 his spydra earm is ni on Bebbanbyrig. + his 
lichoma rested ni on nipan mynstre on Gleawceastre,” [7.e., Then, 
St. Oswald, King, rests in Bamburgh by the sea, and his head 
rests with St. Cuthbert :? his right arm is now at Bamburgh and 
his body at New Minster, Gloucester]. Nothing is here said, be it 
noted, of Oswestry [Oswaldstree], or of St. Oswald’s, Winwick. 

Ryuuallonws (otherwise spelled ‘ Riuallo,” “* Rewallanus,” “ Ri- 
wallo,’’ and the like) was Abbot of the New Minster, Winchester, 
from 1072 for some years onwards. The Welsh form of this name 
is “ Rhiwallon ;” but the abbot so designated may have been a native 
of Brittany, where ‘‘ Rival” (with its alternative forms, “ Ruallon” 
and “ Rivallon’”’) was a common name. 

“ Boia pe ealde munuk” [ Bota, the old monk], living in the time 


1 The full title of this book is: ‘ Liber Vite: Register and Martyrology of 
New Minster and Hyde Abbey, Winchester,” 1892. I have not been able to 
consult the Liber de Hyda in the Rolls Series. 

2? The remains of St. Cuthbert were first at Lindisfarne, and afterwards 
removed successively to Chester-le-Street and Durham. In the previous para- 
graph the remains are still described as on their wanderings: “ Ponne rested 
sanctus Cudberhtus on bere stope seo is ge nemned ubban ford neh peere 64 pe is 
ge nemned Tpiode;” that is: “Then, St. Cuthbert, rests at the stow that is 
called Ubbanford, near the river that is called Tweed ” 
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of Bishop Ethelwold of Winchester, is also mentioned at New 
Minster. Under the form “Boia Sacerdos” his name stands fifth 
in the “Nomina fratrum novi cenobii Wintoniensis ecclesix,” etc., 
following the name of “ Byrhtmaer, Abbod,” who was Abbot of 
New Minster at the beginning of the eleventh century. We are 
familiar with this name in Wales, where, in the story of St. David, 
Boia, a Goidel, gave much trouble to the saint. ‘“Clegyr Foia’’ 
(Boia’s rock) still commemorates him. But, of course, we must dis- 
tinguish between the two Boias. The “obitus fratris nostri Boia” 
was kept on 3rd January. 

‘At New Minster, Winchester, among the relics, was a “ Den[s 
Sancti] Winwaloei, the Breton abbot and founder of Landévennec, 
whose name was also well known in South Wales, Monmonthshire, 
and elsewhere. Here I am tempted to record a reminiscence of my 
early life. There used to be at or near Downham Market, in 
Norfolk, a large annual fair for horses, cattle, ete., called Winnold’s 
Fair, held on March 8rd, and removed thereto from Wereham, 
Norfolk, where was a priory, founded by one of the Earls of Clare, 
and dedicated to St. Winwaloe, which name became corrupted in 
Norfolk into “ Winwal,”’ “ Winnel,” “ Winnold,” and the like. The 
connection of the Earls of Clare with South Wales explains the 
dedication. The 3rd of March, the day of the fair, being generally 
stormy or windy, gave rise to the following rude rhyme, which I 
have often heard and now give, not in grammatical English, but in 
the actual words used when I was a boy :— 


“ Wirst come David,! then come Chad,? 
Then come Winnold® as though he was mad. 


” 


There is a suburb of Winchester called “ Winnall;” but Dr. 
Andrews, of Basingstoke, tells me that it was Latinised “ Insula 
Vana,” and that there is no evidence of any church having existed 
in it dedicated to the Breton saint. 

There were also at New Minster “ reliquize de Sancte [sic] Cadu.” 
“Cadu” is the Welsh “Cadwy,” or “Cadog,” and the Breton 
“ Cado,” “Cazou,” and the like. But all these forms are diminu- 
tives, according to Mr. Egerton Phillimore. 

Asser, eleventh Bishop of Sherborne, in Dorset, is mentioned in 
901 and 903. 

“ Vruog,”’ a lay-brother of the eleventh or twelfth century, must, 
one would think, judging from his name, to have been of Welsh 
extraction. 

Seisil, David, and Owen, occur as names of “conversi,” and 
“Kua” was the name of three different persons, but all these names 
appear at a comparatively late date. 

Finally, to give a late instance, “ Magister lwys powys servus 


1 St. David’s Day, March 1st. 
2 St. Chad’s Day, March 2nd. 
3 Instead of “ Winnold,” I sometimes heard “ Winnel.” 
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domini cardinalis” (Wolsey), was admitted to confraternity with the 


Abbey of Hyde. 
I hope these rough and late notes may prove interesting. 
AuFreD Neoparp Pacmer. 





PatEN Presented to Eatwyswrw Parish Cuurcna. 
[To the Editor of the Welsh Gazette. ] 


Sir,— With regard to the revived interest in the ancient church- 
plate to be found in these parts of Wales, perhaps a short note on 
the paten recently presented to Eglwyswrw parish church may 
prove acceptable to your readers, although Eglwyswrw itself— 
where the excellent vicar, by the way, is a Cardiganshire man—is a 
few miles south of the Teifi. In addition to its Elizabethan silver 
chalice of 1574, and its old pewter alms-dish with several fine marks 
upon it, the church of St. Cristiolus at Eglwyswrw has since 1902 
possessed the remarkable paten which I propose to describe. This 
piece of plate, which may perhaps puzzle local antiquaries at first 
sight, is of Italian “ cinque-cento,” or sixteenth-century workman- 
ship, and consists of a small round platter, with a depressed centre, 
its only ornamentation being a few circular engraved lines. It is 
composed of beaten copper, heavily plated with gold leaf in the 
Italian manner, so that, in conjunction with a chalice of pure silver, 
the three precious metals—gold, copper, and silver—once deemed 
necessary for use at the Communion Service, might be represented 
in cup and paten combined. The paten itself is of no small his- 
torical value, since it actually once formed part of the private 
sacramental plate used by the great Papal family of Chigi in their 
palace at Siena. It is indeed a far cry from this quiet Pembroke- 
shire village to the famous hill-set city of Tuscany ; yet this little 
paten serves to connect Siena with our own country, and thereby to 
remind us that intercourse between Wales and Italy was far closer 
in pre-Reformation times than it is at present. As an instance of 
this connection, I may cite the fact that the existing farm of 
Hendréf, in Cemmaes, not far distant from Eglwyswrw, was, by 
special dispensation of Pope Eugenius IV, dated from Flerence in 
1442, allowed to possess a portable altar “for the service of the 
Mass and other holy offices at all hours and seasons.” 

I am, Sir, yours, etc. 
Herbert M, Vaueuan. 


Plas, Llangoedmore, January 27th. 











